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Table 1l The density of blue sheep in Helan mountain, China
() (kn?) () o s
Site Survey area (km?) N umber (ind ) (ind_ /km?)
Suyukou 59. 55 469 7.9
M aliankou 32.06 160 5.0
Halavu 45.00 135 3.04
Gulaben 38.40 18 0.5
Zhengmuguan 16. 88 26 1.5
Total 191. 890 808 3.6
(3 656 : 319
235 102 , 1-1. 36, 1-0.43
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A PREL M INARY STUDY OF SOM E CHARACTERS
OF BLUE SHEEP POPULATION ECOLOGY IN SPRING

WANG Xiaoming L IMing TANG Shaoxiang L U Zhixiao
(D eparment o Biology, EastChinaN omal U niversity, Shanghai, 200062)

Abstract

The population of blue shegp (Pseudors nayaur) was studied in Helan mountain,
China betw een A pril andM ay 1996 808 blue sheep w ere observed during the study peri-
od The blue sheep wasmainly crepuscular anmal in ring, two activity peaksw ere
from 05-:00 to 09--00 and from 17--00 to 20-:00, regectively. The average herd size of
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blue sheep was 5. 6 individuals The largest herd we sav was 30 individuals, and the
snallest was 2 individuals The blue sheep herds can be divided into three types male
herds, femal herdsand mixed herds The population density of blue sheep w as 3. 6 indi-
viduals/km?, the 656 blue sheep classified for sex and age, the ratio of adultmales to fe-
malesw as 1-1. 36, and the ratio of adult females to youngsw as 1-:0. 43 W e collected 52
male skullsw ith forns in the field and detem ined the age by grow th ring of horns A c-
ocording to these skulls, themajor natural death for themale blue sheep w as found be-
tween 6.5 10.5yearsold, and 9.5 yearsoldwasapeak Hunting pressurew asone of
major threat to the blue sheep surrival

Key wards Helan mountain; Blue sheep (Pseudois nayaur); Population ecology
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