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Fig.1 Temporal distribution of mating events by masked palm civet
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Table 1 Key mating parameters
MN DFEM s MD min MI min LMD s LD s
Mean 13.56 178.51 35 152 558 66
SE 1.24 12.42 2.18 11 24 4
Minimum 1 26 9 62 54 2
Maximum 68 747 146 730 1428 210
Y . 118 123 130 118 128 127
Sample size

Note MN  mounting numbers DFM duration of each mounting MD mating duration MI mating interval
LMD duration for the last mounting with ejaculation LD latency for dismounting
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OBSERVATION ON THE BEHAVIORS OF MASKED
PALM CIVET IN REPRODUCTIVE SEASON

JIA Zhiyun JIANG Zhigang WANG Zuwang
Institute of Zoology the Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100080

Abstract Article described 17 individual behaviors 14 social behaviors and copulatory pattern exhibited by
masked palm civet Paguma larvata . Individual behaviors included extended lateral reclining semilateral
semiextended reclining ventral retracted-limb reclining sitting with buttocks touching the substrate
quadrupedal standing scats-consuming hair-licking scratching sniffing marking oestrus vocalization
male’s sobbing penis-licking genitalia-gnawing by female consuming copulatory plug social behaviors con-
sisted of ritualized fighting female resistance to male attemp to copulate fighting snuggling to other individ-
uals licking hair each other male sniffing female genitalia and urine licking female genitilia licking hair of
heterosexual individual and homosexual mounting. This species had a copulatory pattern with no lock multi-
ple-intromission pelvic thrusting single ejaculation and kept intromission after ejaculation which belonged to
copulatory pattern No. 10 in Dewsbury’s and No.9 in Dixson’s system respectively.

Key words Masked palm civet Paguma larvata ~ Behavior in reproductive season Copulatory pattern



