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1．Purpose of the paper:

     This paper aims to show how reference is applied as one of cohesive devices in 

the famous story Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ---Chapter 1 Down the Rabbit-Hole 

2. Brief introduction about “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” 

  “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” is a story about a teenager girl who experiences lots of strange yet fantastic things in several days. It was written by Lewis Carroll long ago, but it is still greatly loved by people all over the world regardless of age and occupation. It is even cast into films again and again. Then, how come does it become such a favorite to the world of literature?

3. Two most important reasons for explaining the popularity of “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”
 a. The design of the plot: the story shouldn’t be true , but its rich imagination satisfies people’s curiosity about the unknown world,

b. The language used is simple to understand, but it is perfect in cohesion, which keeps its readers reading on and on until the end.

4. Definition of Cohesion

“Cohesion refers to the linguistic devices by which the speaker can signal the experiential and interpersonal coherence of the text, and is thus a textual phenomenon”. (Thompson,2000:147) As mentioned above, the story has perfect cohesion, then what is cohesion? How is it expressed in the text?

“Cohesion occurs where the interpretation of some element in the discourse is dependent on that of another. The one presupposes the other, in the sense that it cannot be effectively decoded except by recourse to it.”  “Cohesion is part of the system of a language. The potential for cohesion lies in the systematic resources of reference, ellipsis and so on that are built into the language itself”( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:4-5)

In this paper, not all the cohesive devices will be discussed, only reference will be looked deep into its applicaion in the famous story Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ---Chapter 1 Down the Rabbit-Hole 
4.1.  Definition of Reference and category:. 

“reference ,as a particular type of cohesion, is the specific nature of the information that is signaled for retrieval. In the case of reference the information to be retrieved is the referential meaning, the identity of the particular thing or class of things that is being referred to; and the cohesion lies in the continuity of reference, whereby the same thing enters into the discourse a second time.” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:31)It can be classified as the following table shows:

	reference
 

	Exophoric reference (reference outside the text)
	endophoric reference(reference inside the text)

	
	cataphoric reference (forward pointing)
	anaphoric reference (backward looking)


However, only endophoric reference is cohesive.  Moreover, an essential characteristic of cohesive reference is that, on second and subsequent mention, the person or thing referred to is not named but is indicated by means of a pronoun, demonstrative(this, these, etc) or comparative term.(Thomas Bloor and Meriel Bloor,2001:94) So, from the point of grammatical realization, reference can be too classified as the following: 

	reference

	    category
	                   realized through the use of 

	personal reference
	personal pronouns ( masculine, feminine and neuter)

	demonstrative reference   
	determiners (this, these, that and those) and adjuncts (here, now, then, there)

	comparative reference   
	adjectives(same, other, identical, better, more)

adverbial (identically, similarly, less)


4.2.  The application of reference in the story:

4.2.1.  Personal reference

  In fact, “The category of personals includes the three classes of personal pronouns, possessive determiners( usually called possessive adjectives) and possessive pronouns.” They all represent a single system, that is person. However, “only the third person is inherently cohesive, in that a third person form typically refers anaphorically to a preceding item in the text”. ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:43) Therefore Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is a perfect example in demonstrating this. 

  In the whole passage of Chapter 1 Down the Rabbit-Hole, there are altogether 10 paragraphs , but there are only 11 times of ”Alice” and there are 44 personal references replacing “Alice”, among which 29 are “she” and 7 are either “herself” or “her”. Especially in paragraphs 6 and 10, there are relevantly 8 and 6 “she” taking the place of “Alice”. Of course, before paragraph 6, the writer has done a good job in instilling into people’s minds by 6 “Alice” and 9 “she” and 9 either “herself” or “her” that there is an equal relationship between “Alice” and “she” and “her” and “herself”. In this way, when the readers come across these personals for the second time, they will unconsciously link them to “Alice”. This habit satisfies the writer’s wish : he wants the readers to be together with “Alice” to experience the adventures all the way through their reading. The same case goes with 3 times of “rabbit and 6 either “it “ or “itself” for the reappearance of “rabbit”>

4.2.1.1. Special cases of personals.

As Halliday and Hasan mention, “First and second person forms do not normally refer to the text at all, their referents are defined by speech roles of speaker and hearer , and have they are normally interpreted exophorically, by reference to the situation.” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:48). This helps to explains the referent of “you” in paragraphs 8,9 and 10. The following is as follows:

Para 8. (for, you see, Alice had learnt several things of this sort in her lessons in the schoolroom, and though this was not a VERY good opportunity for showing off her knowledge, as there was no one to listen to her, still it was good practice to say it over) '
Para 9.  -but I shall have to ask them what the name of the country is, you know. Please, Ma'am, is this New Zealand or Australia?' (and she tried to curtsey as she spoke--fancy CURTSEYING as you're falling through the air! Do you think you could manage it?)
Para 10. for, you see, as she couldn't answer either question, it didn't much matter which way she put it.

       “you “cited here can only be interpreted as “people who are reading the lines at the moment” since it is apparent to the readers that up till now there is no one else except “Alice” and “themselves”. However, “I , you and we” become anaphoric in quoted speech. For example, “I” in paragraphs 7,8,9 and 10 all refer back to “Alice” by which she expresses her feelings after falling into the hole and “you” all except one refer to Alice’s cat” Dinah”.

         One more special case is  “they” in paragraph 7 “How brave they’ll all think me at home!” and in paragraph 10 “I hope they’ll they’ll remember her saucer of milk at tea-time.” It is easy to understand that the second “they” is anaphoric use, but for the first “they”, its interpretation can only rely on textual reference which here “at home “ is the key to tell the readers that “they” most probably refer to “Alice’s family members.”
4.2.2. Demonstrative reference. 

“Demonstrative reference is essentially a form of verbal pointing . The speaker identified the referent by locating it on a scale of proximity.” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:57) The system is as follows:

Neutral      the 

Selective    near 

             Far ( not near)                          near          far

           Participant           singular             this           that

                                Plural              thee          those

           Circumstance           place             here          there

                               Time               now          then

There are demonstratives “here and there” (used once) , “this” (7) and “that” (3) in this chapter. Their locations are as follows:

A. Examples:

para 6: here and there she saw maps and pictures hung upon pegs.
para.3: There was nothing so very remarkable in that: …(it occurred to her that she ought to have wondered at this:
para.8. “I wonder how many miles I’ve fallen by this time? …that would be four thousand miles down,…(Alice had learnt several things of this sort …and though this …)…yes, that’s about the right distance…)

para9: “ Please, Ma’am, is this New Zealand or Australia?” 

B: Interpretation:  

1. para 6:  “here and there” refers to place. With this expression, the writer successfully makes the readers feel they are “seeing” the things “with their own eyes”.

2. “that”and “this” as anaphoric use: As mentioned ‘ that’ is always anaphoric, ‘this ‘ may be either anaphoric or cataphoric” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:68), this is obvious in “that” in para. 3 which refers back to “a white rabbit with pink eyes”; in para.8 “that would …” replacing “the centre of the earth”; in “that’s … “ recurring to “four thousand miles down.”
Similarly, “this” in para.3 refers to “to hear the rabbit say to itself…” and “this” in para.7 meaning “the fall she is having now.”
Like “here and there”, “this” and “that” draws the readers closer to all the things mentioned above. 

However, the use of “this”and “that” is a little bit complicated, too. As“ ‘this’ and ‘that’ can be used as extended reference in equative clauses where the demonstrative provides the ‘given’ element in the message and this then serves to identify some other element that is ‘new.’ , by simply being equated with it”. ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001),like in para9: “ Please, Ma’am, is this New Zealand or Australia?” Moreovr, “this” can be used as a ‘Modifier’ or ‘demonstrative adjective’ like “by this time” and “this sort” in para.8. They can be referred to “ extended reference “as “though this was not..”in para.8 functions. Maybe there is some disagreement on the above analysis of “this”, ii doesn’t matter actually as long as the effect is cohesive and the readers are able to distinguish what they are really referring to.

4.2.3.  Comparative reference  

  In this chapter, two comparative words which belong to the class of particular comparison are used. They are “so” (twice) and “such” (once). The clauses are as follows: 

Para. 3. There was nothing so VERY remarkable in that; nor did Alice think it so VERY much out of the way to hear…
Para.7. “after such a fall as this,..” 
“Particular comparison expresses comparability between things in respect of a particular property. The property in question may be a matter of quantity or of quality. …Particular comparison, like general comparison, is also referential ; there must be a standard of reference by which one thing is said to be superior, equal, or inferior in quality or quantity.” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:80--81) 

Obviously, the comparison”so” is used here in terms of quality which functions as “Adjunct” in the clause fulfilled by an adverb of comparison submodifying an adverb which is ” very” in this case. 

For “such’, it “occurs in the usual type of cataphora where the referent is a qualifier.” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:84). In para.7, the referent of “such a fall” is “as this”. 

4.2.4.  The application of “the”
“ ‘the ‘ is classified with the specific determiners which include the demonstratives and the possessives. It functions only as a modifier, serving to identify a particular individual or subclass within the class designated by the noun; but it does this only through dependence on something else---it contains no specifying element of its own.” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:70) 

“There is a commonly held belief that the typical function of ‘the ‘ is the anaphoric one,” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:73) Anaphoric reference is also the only one of the four conditions in which the is cohesive. This chapter has a good illustration of this, of course.

A. Anaphoric reference of ‘the’
para.3.    the rabbit  (twice)

para.5.    the rabbit hole (once)

para.6.    the well   (twice),   the shelves (once) , the jar (once) , the cupboard (once)

para.8.     the fall (once)

para. 10.    the fall (once)

  Before these words appear, they have already been mentioned .

  Once more, it is stressed that “The definite article has no content. It merely indicates that the item in question is specific and identifiable; that somewhere the information necessary for identifying it is recoverable. … Again, the reference is either exophoric or endophoric. …Alternatively, the source of identification may lie in the text: what we are calling endophoric reference. In this case there are two possibilities: reference forward, and reference backward. 3) Cataphoric of forward reference , with the, is limited to the structural type. Unlike the selective demonstratives (this, these and here), the can never refer forward cohesively. It can only refer to a modifying element within the same nominal group as itself.” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:71--72) The following are some examples.

B. Cataphoric reference

   para. 1.   the book her sister was reading

   para. 2.   the pleasure of making a daisy-chain

            the trouble of getting up

   para. 9.   the people that walk with their heads downward

            the name of the country

   These things have never been mentioned before their appearance, so the readers have to move on to get the necessary information to fill in the gap. This, I believe, is also one of the writer’s actics to arouse the readers’ interest in the subsequent part of the story.

B. Exophoric reference

In this chapter, the exophoric reference of ‘the ‘ realized through extralinguistic grounds which “has something in common with the generalized exophoric use of the personal forms, and it occurs under two conditions.” “ It may, arise, first, because there existsonly one member of the class of objects referred to, or, at least, one member which will be assumed in the absence of specific indication to the contrary ,… Secondly, it may arise because the reference is the whole class or the individual considered as a representative of the whole class…”( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001:71)

For the first condition, we can find the examples in:

para.8    the centre of the earth

para.9    the name of the (this)  country

para. 10   the truth

For the second condition, there are the following examples:

para. 1   the bank

para.3    the field, the hedge 

Since the readers can find nowhere to supply the missing information about “which bank/ fied/ hedge and where re they?”, they have to take it for granted and regard them as names for things already existing there before their reading. This kind of usage is permissible as long as it doesn’t obstruct the readers from proper understanding of the story.

4.3. Conclusion 

From the above, it is easily seen that references function diversely in this chapter. Then a question may arise: Why would the writer do in this way? Simplicity is surely one of the reasons. For the others, I think there are two: firstly, he knows that we readers will be forced to detect what or who the references refer to ,which is exactly true; secondly, by the use of reference, we readers unconsciously relate it to the person or thing just mentioned, in this way, our thoughts just keep at the same pace with the story as if we are experiencing the adventure ourselves, which is what the writer expects us to do.

  However, as Halliday and Hasan say, “ the different forms of cohesion are nowhere sharply set apart one from another.” ( M.A.K. Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan, 2001),there is still room for further study on reference. 
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Appendix

Alice's adventures in wonderland
CHAPTER I Down the Rabbit-Hole 

1. Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her sister on the bank, and of having nothing to do: once or twice she had peeped into the book her sister was reading, but it had no pictures or conversations in it, 'and what is the use of a book,' thought Alice 'without pictures or conversation?' 

2. So she was considering in her own mind (as well as she could, for the hot day made her feel very sleepy and stupid), whether the pleasure of making a daisy-chain would be worth the trouble of getting up and picking the daisies, when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her. 
3.There was nothing so VERY remarkable in that; nor did Alice think it so VERY much out of the way to hear the Rabbit say to itself, 'Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be late!' (when she thought it over afterwards, it occurred to her that she ought to have wondered at this, but at the time it all seemed quite natural); but when the Rabbit actually TOOK A WATCH OUT OF ITS WAISTCOAT- POCKET, and looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice started to her feet, for it flashed across her mind that she had never before seen a rabbit with either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to take out of it, and burning with curiosity, she ran across the field after it, and fortunately was just in time to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole under the hedge. 

4.In another moment down went Alice after it, never once considering how in the world she was to get out again. 
5.The rabbit-hole went straight on like a tunnel for some way, and then dipped suddenly down, so suddenly that Alice had not a moment to think about stopping herself before she found herself falling down a very deep well. 

6.Either the well was very deep, or she fell very slowly, for she had plenty of time as she went down to look about her and to wonder what was going to happen next. First, she tried to look down and make out what she was coming to, but it was too dark to see anything; then she looked at the sides of the well, and noticed that they were filled with cupboards and book-shelves; here and there she saw maps and pictures hung upon pegs. She took down a jar from one of the shelves as she passed; it was labelled 'ORANGE MARMALADE', but to her great disappointment it was empty: she did not like to drop the jar for fear of killing somebody, so managed to put it into one of the cupboards as she fell past it. 

7.Well!' thought Alice to herself, 'after such a fall as this, I shall think nothing of tumbling down stairs!How brave they'll all think me at home! 11.Why, I wouldn't say anything about it, even if I fell off the top of the house!' (Which was very likely true.) 

8.Down, down, down. Would the fall NEVER come to an end! 'I wonder how many miles I've fallen by this time?' she said aloud. 'I must be getting somewhere near the centre of the earth. Let me see: that would be four thousand miles down, I think--' (for, you see, Alice had learnt several things of this sort in her lessons in the schoolroom, and though this was not a VERY good opportunity for showing off her knowledge, as there was no one to listen to her, still it was good practice to say it over) '--yes, that's about the right distance--but then I wonder what Latitude or Longitude I've got to?' (Alice had no idea what Latitude was, or Longitude either, but thought they were nice grand words to say.) 

9.Presently she began again. 'I wonder if I shall fall right THROUGH the earth! How funny it'll seem to come out among the people that walk with their heads downward! The Antipathies, I think--' (she was rather glad there WAS no one listening, this time, as it didn't sound at all the right word) '--but I shall have to ask them what the name of the country is, you know. Please, Ma'am, is this New Zealand or Australia?' (and she tried to curtsey as she spoke--fancy CURTSEYING as you're falling through the air! Do you think you could manage it?) 'And what an ignorant little girl she'll think me for asking! No, it'll never do to ask: perhaps I shall see it written up somewhere.' 

10.Down, down, down..There was nothing else to do, so Alice soon began talking again. 'Dinah'll miss me very much to-night, I should think!' (Dinah was the cat.) 'I hope they'll remember her saucer of milk at tea-time. Dinah my dear! I wish you were down here with me! There are no mice in the air, I'm afraid, but you might catch a bat, and that's very like a mouse, you know. But do cats eat bats, I wonder?' And here Alice began to get rather sleepy, and went on saying to herself, in a dreamy sort of way, 'Do cats eat bats? Do cats eat bats?' and sometimes, 'Do bats eat cats?' for, you see, as she couldn't answer either question, it didn't much matter which way she put it.She felt that she was dozing off, and had just begun to dream that she was walking hand in hand with Dinah, and saying to her very earnestly, 'Now, Dinah, tell me the truth: did you ever eat a bat?' when suddenly, thump! thump! down she came upon a heap of sticks and dry leaves, and the fall was over. 
 
