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1. Introduction
Function grammar, as an approach, is in harmony with the aims of discourse analysis. Halliday (1994) argues that “a discourse analysis that is not based on grammar is not an analysis at all.” As probably the most fully developed version of a text-oriented functional approach, functional grammar has the great advantage that it is there ready for use in the particular branches of discourse analysis traditionally known as stylistics, which tends to concentrate on literary texts(by definition, literature can only be realized through language)(thompson,2000).

In this paper, we are trying to use the functional grammar to analyze the extract from “Alice’s adventures in wonderland” from the perspective of experiential metafunction.

2. An introduction to experiential metafunction
In daily life, we usually use language to talk about our experience of the word, including the worlds in our own minds, to describe events and states and the entities involved in them. This function of language is known as experiential metafunction in Hallidayan systemic functional linguistics. Experiential Metafunction is one of the most important parts in his three metafunctions. (The other two are: interpersonal metafunction and textual metafunction.) Experiential metafunction is composed of many semantic systems, among which, the transitivity is the most important. The term transitivity refers to a system for describing the whole clause, by using several processes to express the experience of the real worlds and the world in people’s mind, and label the participants involved and the circumstantial element. According to Halliday, there are mainly six types of processes:

(1) Material process: the process involves physical actions, such as running, throwing, cooling, and sitting down, and so on. Any material process has at least one participant, and in many cases, the action may be represented as affecting or being done to a second participant (goal).

(2) Mental process: mental process involves something going on in the internal world of mind, such as “perception”, “reaction”, “cognition” and “affection”.

(3) Relational process: relational process indicates the relationship between one entity and another, or refers to one entity’s property, characteristic, etc. there are two types of relational processes: attributive relational process and identifying relational process.

The other three types of processes are: (4) behavioral process; (5) verbal process; (6) existential process.

3. An experiential metafunction analysis of “Down the Rabbit-Hole” in “Alice’s adventures in wonderland”

3.1 The extracted text
The part we are going to analyze is as follows: 

(1) Either the well was very deep, or she fell very slowly, for she had plenty of time as she went down to look about her and to wonder what was going to happen next. (2)First, she tried to look down and make out what she was coming to, but it was too dark to see anything; (3) then she looked at the sides of the well, and noticed that they were filled with cupboards and book-shelves; (4) here and there she saw maps and pictures hung upon pegs. (5)She took down a jar from one of the shelves as she passed;(6) it was labeled 'ORANGE MARMALADE', but to her great disappointment it was empty: (7)she did not like to drop the jar for fear of killing somebody, so managed to put it into one of the cupboards as she fell past it. 
3.2 The processes analysis
 There are mainly three types of processes in the extracted text, as is shown in the following:

	Sentence no
	Type of process
	process
	participants
	circumstances
	

	1
	Material process
	fell, went down, going to happen
	She, what 
	For she had plenty of time...
	

	
	Mental process
	look about, wonder
	Her, what was going to happen
	next
	

	
	Relational process
	was , had;
	The well,very deep, she, plenty of time 
	As she went down,
	

	2
	Mental process
	tried to look down, make out, see;
	She, what she was coming to, anything
	First, but,
	Embedded clause

	
	Relational process
	was
	It, too dark to see anything
	
	

	3
	Mental process
	Look at, notice
	She, the sides of the well, that they were filled with …


	Then,
	Embedded clause

	
	Relational process
	Were filled with ,
	They, cupboards and book-shelves
	
	

	4
	Mental process
	saw
	She, maps and pictures hung upon pegs
	Here and there
	

	
	Material process
	hung
	Maps and pictures ,upon pegs
	
	

	5
	Material process
	Took, pass, 
	She, a jar from one of …, 
	As she passed, from one of the shelves
	

	6
	Relational process
	Was labeled, was
	It, ORANGE MARMALADE, empty
	But to her great disappointment
	

	7
	Mental process
	Did not like to manages to 
	She, the jar
	For fear of killing somebody, so managed to …the cupboards, 
	

	
	Material process
	Killing, Drop, put 
	The jar, it 
	Into one of the cupboards, as she fell past it
	


4. Discussion

From the processes and circumstances analysis, we can see that the text mainly consists of 22 processes, among which 5 are material processes, 10 mental processes and 7 relational processes. Almost all the clauses contain circumstantial elements.

Generally speaking, descriptive is expressed by relational process and mental process while narrative and verbiage, in most cases, by material process (Huang, 2001).This matches the extracted text perfectly. The text has the feature of both descriptive and narrative. The descriptive part describes what Alice saw and what she thought as she fell down the rabbit hole. The processes concerned are relational processes and mental processes, which we can see from the above process analysis. Since the well was very deep, she had enough time to do things besides seeing and thinking while she fell down. The processes concerning what she did are material processes.

In the extract, there are quite a lot of circumstantial elements. From the above analysis, we see that nearly every clause contains circumstantial elements, so it is highly necessary to make an analysis of them in order to comprehend the text better.

Circumstances (realized by circumstantial adjuncts) essentially encode the background against which the process takes place (Thompson, 2000).

According to Halliday, there are nine main types of circumstantial elements: 1) location 2) extent 3) manner 4) cause 5) contingency 6) accompaniment 7) role 8) matter 9) angle. In the text, it contains mainly five types of circumstantial elements, mainly location, manner, accompaniment, contingency, cause.

Most of the clauses in the text are clause complex, their structures are rather complicated, but they serve better effects in literary writings.

5. Conclusion

The paper tends to use the experiential metafunction theory in Hallidayan linguistics to analyze the text taken from the fiction entitled “Alice’s adventures in wonderland”. Its aim is to help readers to gain a better   understanding of the text, to judge the style of the text, and to get a rough idea of the characteristics of the fiction.
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