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Mutually Explanatory Character Approach and Its Academic Value

WANG Lixian
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234 ,China)

Abstract: The significance and characteristics of mutually explanatory character approach are a major concern in this arti-
cle. Many people assume that mutually explanatory character approach merely create some new characters. But taking the
definition and examples given in Hsii Shu’s Shuo— wen as a starting point, this article elaborates that mutually explana-
tory character approach, specially devised for synonyms, has much greater significance, It plays an important role in con-
serving and enriching Chinese vocabulary, and at the same time, it gives Chinese an impetus to develop towards disyllable
and poly syllable words. It is of extraordinary academic value in the research on Chinese lexicology and phonetics.

Key words: mutually explanatory character approach, Zhuanzhu characters, elements used to form words, history of vo-

cabulary, history of pronunciation
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