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A Tentative Study of the Causes of the Formation
of False Journalism on the Internet

WU Xiaoming
( Editorial Department, Journal of Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract; There have been some discussions concerning the causes of false journalism on the Internet, which are restricted to
such causes as “the low quality of the employees” , “inadequacy of law” and “rewarded journalism” , etc. By adopting the meth-
ods of information administrative studies and communication studies, and by synthesizing the results of the available related stud-
ies of false news and reports, this paper firstly analyzes the causes of false journalism on the internet. After a discussion of such
issues as the features of and conditions for communication as well as domino effects of false journalism on the Internet, this paper
goes on to deal with its characteristics of writing, the process and value of its communication, the mentality of the audience, and
the atmosphere in which it is received, as well as the proper environment for its rational existence. To conclude, if we neglect ei-
ther the reasonable living conditions for or the effective communicating links of such journalism or its huge reception market, there

can’t be any effect in prohibiting or boycotting this “special journalistic product”.
Key words: journalism on the internet, false journalism, characteristics of writing, process of communication, value of commu-
nication, mentality of reception, living environment
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