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The Concepts of Voiceless and Voiced Observed
From the Voiced Consonants of Wu Dialect

ZHANG Qingxiang
(Institute of Language Researeh. Shanghai Teachers University. Shanghai, 200234)

Abstract; The opposition of the terms woiceless and weiced is an interesting aspect in hinguistics, In Wu dialect,

voiced consonants are grave to ear. however, no voicing characteristics can be traced on the spectrograph. which has

aroused great interest in a number of scholars, who are engaged in a profound research into the above-~ mentioned

phenomenon, This paper sums up some of the results of relevant researches, interprets the vocalization mechamsm

of the voiceless and the vaiced. introduces the terms of tense and {ax. and defines the boundaries of the above two

sets of entities, The paper also deems it more scientific to employ the concepts of tense and Jzx in place of vozceless

and wotced.

Key words; voiceless. voiced; tense. lax
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