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A Cross- sectional Study of Knowledge and Attitude towards AIDS
among 952 Junior Middle School Students
YU Rong- hui, SHENG Yu, HUANG Jing
(College of Nursing, Peking Union Medical University, Beijing 100730, China)

Abstract:  Objective To investigate the knowledge and attitude towards AIDS among 952 junior middle school students to provide
scientific base for building health education and intervention model for preventing AIDS. Methods The cross- sectional approach was
used to investigate anonymously 952 junior middle school students about their knowedge and attitude towards AIDS. Results 81.1%
of the students had HIVV/AIDS related knowledge which mainly acquired by TV, newspaper and publicity materials. Their knowledge
levels were relatively low especially about the symptom, latent period, non- transmission approach and preventive measures of AIDS.
About 80% of the students thought people infected with HIV shouldn’ t be discriminated and it was necessary to have HIV/AIDS edu-
cation, but their attitude of studying and working together with the patients were different. Conclusion The knowledge and attitude of
the junior middle school students need improving. Due to the large requirement of AIDS and sex health education, it is necessary to
perform a systematic education on AIDS prevention to teenagers based on junior middle schools so as to promote the formation of
healthy living style, effectively controlling and preventing AIDS.
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