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ECOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF SOME

LIVESTOCK BREEDS IN CHINA
Peilieu Cheng

Institute of Animal Science,
Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences
Beijing (Peking), China

Abstract

This paper gives a brief account on the distribution of livestocks in
different regions as well as the breed characteristics developed under
different ecological conditions of China, with the attempt of illustrating
the influence of environmental factors on the breed formation, in addi-
tion to the factors of genetics and selection, The livestock breeds enu-
merated in this paper include 12 horse breeds, 14 cattle breeds, 14 sheep
breeds, 15 swine breeds, and yak and camel, The apprenhension of ani-
mal ecology will certainly serve as a guidance on the reginalization of
our livestocks.

It has also been pointed out that our rich animal breed resources
will provide us with the valuable materials (i.e, the germplasm or gene
pool) in animal breeding., Our swine breeds had played an influence on
the improvement or formation of some foreign breeds in the past, and
might have even more influence in the future, which we can not foresee
at present, It is,therefore, emphasized that we should promptly study
and utilize our valuable animal breed resources.

The attempts made in illustrating the relationship between our live-
stock breeds and their environments in this paper are evidently very
rudimentary, sketchy, and just a beginning, It is earnestly hoped that
there will be more people doing some more systematic and intensive

studies in the field of animal ecology in our country,



