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Abstract AIM To study the basic situation and character
of the health services needs and utilization in military mem-
bers in southern China. METHODS Multistage stratified
cluster random sampling was conducted and a total of 2100
military members in the southern regions of China were
sampled. Survey data were analyzed by SPSS 11. 0 soft-
ware package. RESULTS The two-week illness prevalence
and six-month chronic iliness prevalence of the officer were
significantly higher than those of the soldier ., =17.79
P<0.01 ), =63.64 P <0.01 . Respiratory system dis-
ease was the main problem in two-week illness prevalence
and digestive system disease was the main problem in
chronic illness prevalence. There was significantly differ-
ence between the officer and the soldier in the rate of no
clinic visits within two weeks y =11.38 P <0.01 . The
number of officers with hospital admission within twelve
months was significantly higher than that of the soldiers

X =10.50 P <0.01 . CONCLUSION Military members
have higher health service needs and better utilization
compared with those of citizens. Health education in military
members should be strengthened and more attention should
be paid to the prevention of training injuries as well as the
prevention of common diseases.
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Tab1 Comparison of two-week and chronic illness prevalence

between military members and national citizens %0

3

Military members National citizens

Survey item

Officers Soldiers  Total City Country Total

Twoweck illoess 3 31 2331 252.6 187.2 137.1 149.8

prevalence

Chronic illness

prevalence 83.1 273.3 118.4 157.5
Vi

180. 0P 58.5

bP <0.01 us soldiers.
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Tab 2 Comparison of bed-ridden days and work-leave days be-

tween military members and national citizens

Military members National citizens 3
Survey item
Officers  Soldiers Total  City Country Total

Within two weeks

per 1000 persons

Work-leave days 90 136 127 153 347 308

Bed-ridden days 51 45 46 95 119 113
Within one year

per capita

Work-leave days 2.4 3.6 3.3 4.0 9.1 8.0

Bed-ridden days 1.3 1.2 1.2 2.5 3.1 3.0

g
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A Common cold B Lumbago and leg ache C Gastroenteritis D
Training injury E Headache F Nasopharyngitis G Skin disease H
Oral disease I Ophthalmic disease J Arthritis K Others.

Fig 1 Constituent ratio of two-week illness prevalence
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A Chronic gastritis and enteritis B Chronic rhinitis C Lumbar and

cervical vertebra disease D Pharyngitis tonsillitis tracheitis E Rheuma-

toid arthritis F Nephritis G Skin disease H Peptic ulcer I Prostati-

tis J Ear disease K Urinary calculus L Oral disease M Others.
Fig 2 Constituent ratio of chronic illness prevalence
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¥ =11.38 P<0.01 Tab3 2 wk
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Tab 3 Utilization of clinic visits in military members 21.9% 27.9%.
. .. Rate of Persons of no
?::;Zd (ji'::tl: clinic without .f]‘lantlec vfisits
Grou, . . visil clinic within .
’ “”“““kt“"’ w“h“‘kt“ within tvo it within w0 wooks
weess weexs weeks % two weeks %
Officers 137 88 21.41 83 60. 58"
Soldiers 377 367 22.60 165 43.71
Total 514 455 22.36 248 48.25
PP <0.01 s soldiers.
2 wk
2.4.2 1a
5.50% 98 3.54%
la 8.76% 4.68% 2 wk
X =10.50 P <
0.01 Tab 4
A .

Tab 4 Comparison of hospitalization rate within twelve months

between military members and national citizens

Military members

National citizens 3

Survey item

Officers Soldiers  Total

City  Country Total

Survey population 411 1624 2035 54549 161552 216101
Persons of 36 112 2634 5013 7647
hospitalization
Rate of hospita- 8.76® 4.68 5.50 4.83 3.10 3.54
lization %
bP <0.01 us soldiers.
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