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Abstract AIM To estimate the relationship of hepatitis B
virus HBV
neonatal peripheral serum or gastric aspirates. METHODS

intrauterine trarsmission to HBeAg or HBsAg in

Gastric samples from neonates and serum samples from both moth-
ers and neonates were consecutively collected and detected with
ELISA for HBsAg or HBeAg and with PCR for HBV DNA in
gastric samples. Chi square test and Fisher's exact test were
employed to find out the significance. RESULTS A total of 133
neonatal gastric aspirates were collected and 58 of them were
detected positive for HBsAg 9 positive for HBeAg. All were
detected negative for HBV DNA 5 had intrauterine infection.
Statistical analysis indicated that association of HBsAg in gastric
aspirates HBeAg in peripheral serum with HBV intrauterine
transmission was significant but HBeAg in gastric aspirates was
not. CONCLUSION Although HBsAg in gastric aspirates and
HBeAg in peripheral serum are associated with HBV intrauterine
transmission HBV DNA was not found in gastric aspirates.
Therefore neonatal acquired HBV by gastric fluid routine is not
conclusive.
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