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Examining the Feminization of Poverty in
Taiwan: A Case of 1990s

Cherng-Tay Hsueh™

Abstract

The phenomenon of feminization of poverty has been widely
discussed in US, mainly due to the increasing proportion of poor who
were females, during 1960-1980. Along with the trend of urbanization
and modemization, since 1990, Taiwan has begun to experience the
increase in divorce rates and concomitantly the increase in number of
one-parent families. Using data from the Survey of Family Income and
Expenditure (SFIE), 1991-2000 waves, conducted by DGBAS annually,
the author intended to examine the hypothesis of feminization of poverty
in terms of changes in proportion of poverty rate as well aspoverty ratio.
Instead of using individuals as analytical units, the author focused on
comparing various types of household units and found the trend of
increasing proportion of female headed households that were poor.
However, no tangible trends were found either between families of male
and female householders or among different family types, when poverty
ratios were used for testing the feminization hypothesis. When the traits
of householders were under controlled, unlike those found in the US and
some Western countries, mother-only families in Taiwan were not
significantly related to the likelihood of poverty, but the number of
cohabiting children had posttive effects on being poverty of households
during 1990s.

Key Words: feminization of poverty, one-parent families, poverty,
poverty ratio
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2 Jiry £ (EiE)
1991 5.83 10.84 56.19 11.84 4.01 100 (5,159,991)
PIMRER] 67.14 91.65 96.21 92.56 43.72 88.08
1992 6.57 10.92 55.15 11.87 423 100 (5,287,388)
PR 62.70 91.84 96.74 93.00 40.74 87.69
1993 6.71 11.23 53.59 12.69 436 100 (5,419,395)
PIMRER] 60.28 91.94 96.23 91.45 43.16 87.03
1994 7.02 12.39 51.96 13.09 397 100 (5,567,351)
PIFIRER 59.03 8991 96.22 91.23 39.61 86.40
1995 7.70 12.84 50.25 12.87 392 100 (5,731,179)
PIFIRER] 58.19 90.75 95.71 91.70 40.63 85.80
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PR 5293 88.98 94.01 88.64 41.10 81.34
2000 10.82 15.12 4095 1481 427 100 (6,589,350)
PIFIRER] 5122 86.80 94.59 87.68 46.76 80.95
#* 5 T",ﬁf‘:ﬁﬁ%’t’@]ﬁ&%ﬁ?ﬁ% 1 1991-2000 & Bt : %
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1992 7.86 11.82 542 343 8.02 6.04
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1994 691 10.23 445 2.96 693 5.18
1995 7.86 6.85 498 3.07 7.06 523
1996 4.76 7.63 4.44 3.72 6.45 4.92
1997 4.86 6.03 443 3.12 7.38 4.53
1998 6.17 7.08 444 3.16 8.12 486
1999 493 622 3.60 3.66 6.95 449

2000 6.09 7.13 5.27 395 6.29 540
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1992 528 9.54 3.29 532 6.04 9.38
1993 5.12 11.35 3.64 4.20 8.36 9.76
1994 412 12.93 2.70 5.66 4.01 8.85
1995 4.60 13.47 3.06 3.17 7.30 10.89
1996 4.04 12.11 391 1.53 6.30 6.57
1997 428 8.00 298 4.56 5.66 8.72
1998 4.18 8.98 2.73 7.18 9.08 722
1999 3.22 9.57 3.54 4.64 4.97 8.33
2000 5.00 10.06 3.63 6.24 5.14 7.30
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WAL - pIgt > e TP IRIER L = T ASEREOE ) AR o TR
EPSIREFITE™ - & M=l by i (] (W DI R ) - iy
S KR FIFAORT T VI () 1993~ 1998 + 1999 = £ ¢ HT
77) °

%‘8 E%%B% Ig}'ﬁ [/%E—EJJ W?FIIE}L ftj‘%}
ﬁk@‘f HLICTIEE I:%?I?J [ ETR R P BOREE B
By v egr (1e) (1 SEED) FisiE=
1991 -2.8089 0.0200 -0.1919 0.4252 0.3870 -0.0055+ 16434 752
1992 -2.9240 0.0250 -0.1852 0.3594 03258 0.0923+ 16434 737
1993  -32361 0.0299 -0.1654 03359 0.2418 03675 16435 732
1994 -4.1427  0.0379 -0.1412 0.4338 0.4000 0.0828+ 16434  73.7
1995  -3.2053 0.0205 -0.1461 04028 0.4352 03710 14706 71.6
1996 -2.6101 0.0131 -0.1672 03699 03019 0.1126+ 13702 709

1997  -2.3998 0.0087 -0.1769 04181 0.1072+ 0.3296+ 13701 725
1998  -2.0624 0.0081 -0.2083 04318 0.1546+ 0.4420 14031 744
1999 28175 0.0163  -0.1643 0.4046 0.2685 0.3606 13802 724
2000 -2.2508 0.0091 -0.1534 03788 0.1947 0.1003+ 13803 699

AT p>05 0 T FHEH AT p<S ¢

F9 HBHCIFBPINR Y REETAT  T) TR SRl TN )

ﬂﬁiﬂ@? WP REE e e ORE PR AW R

TiElr P (1EE) (1R 5
1991 -1.7905 -0.0174 -0.1926 0.5704 0.8001 -0.1849+ 10686 75.8
1992 -1.9559 -0.0061 -0.1768 04325 0.6286 -0.0575+ 10536 71.3
1993 -2.0123 -0.0092+ -0.1699 04696 0.5984 0.2297+ 10324 72.1
1994 -3.3537 0.0087+ -0.1389 0.5503 1.2108 -0.3674+ 9975 723
1995 -1.8717 -0.0188 -0.1683 0.5458 0.9230 0.1390+ 8678 733
1996 -2.4280 0.0042+ -0.1723 04330 0.8624 -0.1716+ 7899 70.5
1997 -1.7366 -0.0099+ -0.1950 0.4996 0.5268 0.1150+ 7541 733
1998 -1.4439 -0.0067+ -0.2333 0.5061 0.3827 0.3597 7466 74.8
1999 -2.7206 0.0112+ -0.1859 0.5000 0.8144 0.1008+ 6952 74.1
2000 -1.0500 -0.0139 -0.1881 0.4000 0.6566 -0.1823+ 6802 702

AT 205 0 FRT FHEH AT p<05 -
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