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ABSTRACT The properties of N,N—dialkyl chitosan monolayers have been studied by LB technique.
With increasing molecular weight of chitosan backbone and/or length of alkyl chain, both the compress-
ibility and collapse pressure of N,N—dialkyl chitosan monolayer are enhanced. The experiments on drug
release behaviors of N,N—dialkyl chitosan vesicles show that the drug—release rate and the equilibrium
drug—release ratio are decreased with increasing the compressibility of corresponding monolayer. There is
a linear relationship between the compressibility of N,N—dialkyl chitosan monolayers and the equilibrium
drug—release ratio of the vesicles.
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Table 1 Collapse pressure (m.), extrapolated area (Aex), and maximum compressibility modulus (C's™!,

max) of the surface pressure-area isotherms at water—air interface for different N,N-dialkyl chitosans

M, of Chitosan(Da) N-alkyl Code me/(mN/m) Aex /nm? Cs~1, max/(mN/m)
octyl al 37.3 0.75 88.5
3000 decyl bl 39.2 0.81 94.2
dodecyl cl 41.6 0.90 96.4
octyl a2 38.9 0.74 112.4
10000 decyl b2 41.7 0.80 143.3
dodecyl c2 43.5 0.83 165.1
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Fig.1 Surface pressure-area isotherms and Cs™'-A
curves of N, N—dialkyl chitosans with different
molecular mass (codes corresponding material
are shown in table 1) (a) N,N—dioctyl chitosan,
(b) N,N-didecyl chitosan, (¢) N,N-didodecyl

chitosan
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Fig.2 Surface pressure-area isotherms and Cs™'-A
curves of N,N—dialkyl chitosans with different
length of alkyl side-chain (codes correspond-
ing material are shown in table 1) (a) My of N,
N-dialkyl chitosan backbone is 3000, (b) M,
of N,N—dialkyl chitosan backbone is 10000
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Fig.3 Drug release behaviors of different N, N—
dialkyl chitosan self-assembled vesicles (codes

corresponding material are shown in table 1)
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Fig.4 Relationships between monolayer maximum
compressibility and drug-release equilibrium
ratio of corresponding vesicle (codes corre-

sponding material are shown in table 1)
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