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Abstract  This paper gives a brief introduction to HPSG. The leading ideas of HPSG are surface
oriented, constraint-based and strict lexicalism. Feature structure is the main method to describe
syntactic information. Type hierarchy and lexical rules constitute HPSG’s lexical system. HPSG’s
rules include head-complement rule, head-specifier rule and so on, and it has principles such as
head feature principle, valance principle and so on. This paper also makes a brief comparison
between HPSG and GB in the last section.
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