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Combinatorical background of classical Catalan numbers
LIU Qin-ying
(Research Center for the History of Mathematics and Science,Northwest University,Xi’an 710069,China)
Abstract: The history of Catalan numbers in the East and West is showed. Especially ,the earliest applica-
tion of Catalan numbers by Antu Ming (16927 —1763?) ,a famous mathematician in Qing Dynasty,is intro-
duced. 30 faormula, combinatorial models concerning Catalan numbers are listed and their combinatorial
meaning are briefly presented.

Key weords:combinatorial counting; Catalan numbers; Antu Ming; L. Euler
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