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Bao-yu having now taken his place amongst the girls, they and the rest of the company were once

more able to give their undivided attention to the players.
The play being performed on this occasion was, as we noted at the end of the previous chapter, the

woolen hairpin, and it chanced that they had reached that section of it popularly referred to as “The
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Husband’s Offering,” in which the hero Wang Shi-peng, believing that his wife has drowned herself, goes

with his aged mother to the river Qu-jiang to make offering to her soul. At this point Dai-yu, who was able
to guess what the real purpose of Bao-yu’s early-morning excursion had been, turned to Bao-chai and
remarked, in a voice loud enough for Bao-yu to overhear, that she thought Wang Shi-peng a ‘“very silly
sort of fellow.”

“He could have made his offering anywhere. Why was it necessary for him to go rushing off to the
riverside to make it? They say that ‘objects aid recall’: well, since all the water in the world comes
ultimately from a single source, a bowlful of it scooped up anywhere should have sufficed. His feelings
could have been just as efficiently relieved by weeping over a bowlful of water as by rushing off to the
banks of the river.”

Bao-chai made no reply. Bao-yu, who had certainly heard her, turned away and called for hot wine to
drink Xi-feng’s health with.
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“And your courtesy name?”’

“I have none.”

“I’ll give you one then” he proposed with a chuckle.

“What could be better than Pin-pin.” Moz, 5%k

BN B T AP EE AR VO, XA BT RN —RSEN. AL
Wi, BUAEALEN, ARSI [ B R B AR R, B DAL AN 2 AT 0]
B2, W7 A RA X Pl sl AN AR R SRR I ZRSL. L b, F Rk
B OB X4, BREEEENVUN AR, SRWRITEE eSS . kA, FRATES
DU R I BIX — R/ IG5 e ks b, EREMSES SUREEE 2R K, 75
B, BEE RIS CEBENE” MU RAME S A DT DR B DR SO B RCR AR A
REREIE . B, BT S AT G s, B 70 0 3 2 A R B SO0 T ANE AN I o D
BB, RArHRRe, DA Ay I AN AT 3 52 B — E R R

“CNAMEE” JEAERESCTP R RSB E ML AR, T HARTE R E OO FITE R o AT
IR R T REAT B W S BY, DB B EAN S SZ B, i s SR S RN 7 U
SRR, JESC RIS R TR T RESCEE R L. B, SR AEs IR VA R
—EELNITI TR OC . AR 2 As F] SO ERAE 1y 1) H A T 2O AR AR I ZIRBIL, EE AT T
PECITE M I AL WA “ SO MBI 7k . “Uak” i FIZR H BR324 1) 26 77 U
2L I0R i T A By IR T, FLARKAE AT PR Sk LM A A3y o R D SO Al F > 7
S S BAT W SR (R TR 0 B A 2RI ZRZIHL, B HARE S N 5k
B 5 HATHH [RIPAR U SO IRk, B rT D] “ U4 VERBRIRBESCIIAEE . (HJE, My
PARERE AT, NAAEF IS SO B R T E A5 W2 F 5O 1 2R B

BEE AR AME RSO SOA A 1 T R 2 A B AR S P ST B B3 BT a2 1R 2R BIAL,
AR HARKE DO PEAME g o S b, B NAZSE RS BBt B, A/ IR AR I AT R A B
JEAE SO A 1y BT RS i B B i S SRAETR . RUORTRSEERETF IR Gl (H2, 1
SCAERAE HAME LR T, Al A A2 I S S 2 (B PR ARV B 45 PR SO B RS I TR . R TS5 S
SR VER TGS AR, SCEEAVP 20T LAAE S A P o B RS ATR it 1) 56 27 A 1 DA (S 152 B 407 i A
Fe— M EERVPAME RIS, TR A AN B A A PR, At 78 A R A 0 AR SRR R S
MG A, AT PRSI IR B SR SO I AR R . PR L AUE BRSO B R, kRS
VBB 5O BN . AR ER AR A RN NS S, HRABNZIS I b A
2 HRERE, AR SO O] REH RSSO A I =52 . 2R, RNV AZE B fEAM:



BN K FFIRQ004)F 17 A5 4 B 35

B SO B R R O AR S . — 5T, ANHMEESCAG B IE, B S AN REXT I SR 14
DR T R SR Sy — U7, AMERL RN, M FH OO E AR . P, AERIIESC
FAER A, B NAZA LA TR SO BT B S I EARBIHL, S5 B I ERER, BHIE
M KE PR A B SO TR SO N2 P SO B N AR IR TR 2 T (K AR B PR ANBE N T 4 e
PESCEE I SO A T A B 1R G 2 4R

M. & &

JF SO S A B AR KL D) REAE BATTAG AT IXAE — sl s R B A B AN AN 1%
SCEH NHEZ RE I AE RN . O T A B SCI X B SOIRA I DT I B AR, B W AT SCA M

SCAERAAMEE IR AN SN A S PAT SO AN % . MR IX 5, BRE AR A
AR SO SO 1A T PP AN B PR3 i SR 22 11 1 S < 128 S (R AR AT 43 35 s S5 5
KRR L, B NOZ R H A3 (R 2RI e A 3, DA AL S P SO B o0
BISRSAROR, R IS H AR BURI P SO AR 52 BE 7 LA 5996 S 0 S0 2 128 mh SCAG il b 22
AL — RN A ZESR, - R TR A2 S

S 3k

[1] Brown G, Yule G. Discourse Analysis [M]. London: Cambridge University Press, 1987

[2] Matlin M. Cognition [M]. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc, 1989

[3] Benjamin W. The Task of the Translator [A]. In: Schulte R, Biguenet J. Theories of Translation [C]. Chicago & London:
The University of Chicago Press, 1992

[4] Iser W. The Act of Reading: A Theory of Aesthetic Response [M]. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978

[5]Nida E A, Taber C R. The Theory and Practice of Translation [M]. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1969

[6] Jin Di, Nida E A. On Translation [M]. Beijing: China Translation Press Co, 1984

One of Principles of Compensation for Cultural Default

in Literary Translation

WANG Dalai
(College of International relations, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: Cultural default is defined as the absence of relevant cultural background knowledge shared by the
writer and his intended readers. This paper aims to account for one of the principles of compensation for cultural
default in translation: making the TL reader acquires the pleasure of aesthetic value of the original text. Iser’s
theory of aesthetic response is introduced to explain how the reader acquires the aesthetic pleasure from reading
the text. In translation the translator’s first and foremost concern should be especially careful not to usurp the role
of the TL reader’s imagination by filling up the textual gaps of the source text. Therefore, the translator should
handle correctly the relationship between compensating for the TL reader’s cultural default and keeping the
aesthetic value of the original and the relationship between translation and interpretation of the source text.

Key words: Schema; Cultural default; Aesthetic value; Cultural compensation



