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IMEHE %HFE]
A Discussion On the Role of the Prehistoric

Walled-town Sites in the Development of the Society
QIAN Yao-peng
{College of Histary and Museology . Northwest Unmiversity, Xi'an 71006%,China)
Abstract ; This article, written from the point view of settlement archaeology., expounds that the consider-
ably numerous walled-town sites in prehistoric age, especially in Lonshan period, should be the central or
sub-central settlements, which reflected concentrately the significant content in the social political
changes. The prehistoric walled—town sites had a close connection with the emergence and development of
the early states, while in Lonshan period a great number of kingdoms with the basic characters, such as
building the walled-town and establishing the kingdom had gradually come into being. And all these laid
the foundation for the forming of the kingdoms union of Xia, Shang and Zhou.

Key words:Secttlement Archaeology: Prehistoric Walled-town Sites; Longshan Period; States; Civilization
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