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Abstract: Objective The present study was conducted to analyze the epidemiological character-
istics of traffic deaths and the traffic behaviors of population in Zhejiang Province in order to pro-
vide the basis for the prevention and control of traffic accidents. Methods Based on the data ob-
tained from Public Health Surveillance System of Zhejiang Province in 2004, the rate of injury
deaths was analyzed according to ICD-10, and the rate of injury deaths, the proportion of causes
of death and years of potential life lost (YPLL) were calculated. Results Among all death causes
of injuries, traffic accident ranked first, of which the mortality was 19.49/lakh. The mortality of
traffic accident was 0.56 times higher in rural areas than in urban areas, and 1.80 times higher in
males than in females. 55.98% of dead cases were young people, and deaths due to traffic acci-
dents in students have accounted for a quite high percentage of all death causes. Among the 9
kinds of deaths due to traffic accidents, death resulted from the vehicle—man collision ranked top.
The persons dying from traffic accidents whose potential life lost most seriously were the pedestri-
ans in city, and motorcycle riders in county. 30 days before investigation, 11.30%, 11.26%, and
12.78% of persons had driven after drinking alcohol, or for more than 3 hours, or without license
respectively, 36.22% of drivers had ridden motorcycle without helmet, and 26.33% of pedestrians
hadn’t obeyed the traffic rules. Conclusion We should enhance the public education of traffic
safety especially young people to improve the public consciousness of traffic safety.
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Table 1 Rank of the proportions of the vocations of persons with
traffic deaths in Zhejiang Province in 2004 %
1 21.15 15.63
2 5.06 5.08
3 4.65 3.64
4 3.83 2.68
5 3.47 2.67
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Table 2 Comparison of the mortality (/lakh) and proportion of

different Kkinds of traffic accidents in Zhejiang Province in 2004

(/710 ) (%) (710 ) (%)
6.21 42.54 10.11 44.42
2.58 17.68 3.41 14.96
() 2.18 14.92 5.46 23.99
0.16 1.10 0.27 1.19
0.65 4.42 1.08 4.75
0.32 221 0.70 3.09
0.16 1.10 0.22 0.95
0.08 0.55 0.05 0.24
2.26 15.47 1.46 6.41
14.60 100.00 22.77 100.00
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Table 3 Standard rates of YPLL (/lakh) of death due to different
kinds of traffic accidents in Zhejiang Province in 2004 /10 WHO , 120
9 o ’
2002 11 , 2
35.92 40.29 37.03 227.26 104.61 174.88 5
’
19.57 3527 21.83 69.12 74.79 72.06 2004
50.33  9.77 30.66 298.20 85.45 189.84
358 0.00 1.85 7.83 192 440 ’
19.49/10 (14.78/10
840 6.66 7.56 53.67 21.22 38.34 .
191 3.06 247 33.59 0.64 20.13 ", 0.56 ’ 2003
228 0.12 1.85 13.18 0.00 6.81 6.79%, °
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Table 4 Situation (%) of the behaviors without abiding by traffic rules in urban and rural areas in Zhejiang Province %
12.97 1.92 8.46 18.24 0.51 12.97 16.50 1.14 11.30%
17.56 4.17 12.33 14.32 1.37 10.66 15.37 2.60 11.26%
541 3.79 4.77 18.83 13.93 17.42 14.40 9.45 12.78®
32.22 40.62 36.46 30.65 43.30 36.10 31.15 42.27 36.22%
31.99 26.90 29.28 24.78 23.77 24.30" 27.50 25.13 26.33
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