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New Legal Thought on Liberty and Rationality

— Young Marx’s Study on the Relation between Law and Liberty

NIE Xiaoming
(Law School, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, China 210046)

Abstract: Young Karl Marx analyzed the legal phenomena and probed into the legal problems from liberty
and rationality, hence forming the foundation of New Legal Thought on Liberty and Rationality, which was
different from Kant and Hegal. The thought was the first stage in the formation process of the whole Marxism
philosophy of law. As the core, Young Marx’s initiative definition of law and liberty and his deep study on the
dialectic relation between law and liberty, which insisted that law be the positive existence of liberty, law be
not rejective to law. Liberty exhibits general rights only in real law and laws always enforce someone who is
subjective to law into a free man. These views are of great significance in theory and practice.
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