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The Functions of Dependent Memories

—— About Aesthetic Memory from Remembrance of Things Past

ZHONG Liqgian
(Zhejiang University of Media and Communications, Hangzhou, China 310018)

Abstract: Memory has important aesthetic function. Proust had segregated memory into “voluntary memory”
and “involuntary memory”. Voluntary memory is the memory controlled by reason and needed for practical
uses. This type of memory has eliminated the emotional details, away from the real needs of mind and
emotions. It is not aesthetic memory. Involuntary memory is a memory about emotional impression and
atmosphere of the mind. It is figurative and emotional, and hence it is aesthetic.
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