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On the Relation between the Innovation of Education System in the
Middle and Late Song Dynasty and the Opportunities

for Wenzhou Scholars

CHEN Anjin'?
(1. School of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China 310028;
2. Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: The rising of the nine advocators of education system and innovation of Taixue encouraged the
cultural development of Wenzhou during the years of Yuanfeng in the middle of Song Dynasty. This
innovation enabled more scholars who intended to be officials in Wenzhou to attend the imperial provincial
examination. The Education Bill of Sanshe spread from provinces to prefectures and counties broadened the
path for the scholars in Wenzhou during the first year of Congning, which abolished the identity prohibition
for the Imperial Examination, and thus relieved their living burden. Later, the location of capital in Lin’an of
Southern Song Dynasty and the introduction of Cheng School of Confucian philosophy solved problems of
geographical isolation of Wenzhou and the lack of Cultural source. All of these forecasted the coming of the
spring of imperial examination and cultural boom in wenzhou.

Key words: High Education Bill of Taixue; Education Bill of Sanshe; Innovation; Scholars intended to be

officials in Wenzhou; Opportunities
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