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Incorrect Characters and Different Forms of the Same Word
in the Poems in Dunhuang Fresco
—— Convergence of Jing and Jian Groups in Northwestern Dialects

in Five Dynasties Period

DING Zhimin, ZHAO Jinwen
(College of Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: Luo Changpei once pointed out that the two so-called Jing and Jian groups (two groups of different
initial consonants) began to converge as early as the Five Dynasties (907-960 A.D.). But all of the researches
by later scholars have refuted this argument. Based on an examination of the incorrect characters and different
forms of the same word discovered in the poems in Dunhuang Fresco, it could be found that there are eight
evidences of such convergence. After the five dynasties period, Dunhuang and other northwest district of
China gradually lost their historical position as a communication bridge between China and the West, which
directly led to the absence of the historical documents on the convergence in northwestern China. And this
must be the reason why no documental evidence existed after the convergence.

Key words: Poems in Dunhuang Fresco; Incorrect characters; Different forms of the same word; Jing group;

Jian group; Convergence



