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On Ye Shi’s Su Jue An Ji

CAI Kejiao
(College of Law and Political Sciences, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China  325035)

Abstract: Ye Shi was a renowned scholar of Yongjia School of the Southern Song Dynasty. He was familiar
with Buddhism in his early years, finished reading thousands of Buddhist scriptures in his middle age, and
had professional knowledge about Buddhism. He helped to rebuild the Buddhist temple at the foot of Songtai
hill in Wenzhou in his old age. While he was stayed there he wrote Su Jue An Ji, which demonstrated his
contradictory attitude towards Buddhism. On the one hand, he thought Buddhism belonged to exotic thing
which had nothing to do with the Dynasty’s policies; and on the other hand, he was very proud of his
knowledge about Buddhism and looked down upon those scholars who could not grasped the spirit of
Buddhism during their studies.
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