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On Algorithms of the Mo and Mie in Calendrics of Ancient China
Qu Anjing” Li Caiping” Han Qiheng?

(U Department of Mathematics ,Northwest University, 710063, Xi an;

Z2)Department of Mathematics,Baoji College of Liberal Arts and Natural Sciences, 721007, Baoji,Shaanxi}
Abstract The limits of Mo and Mie are two parameters which were used to indicate in which period
there should be a day of Mo or Mie. It is analysed how such parameters were constructed and corrects
a misunderstanding of the limit of Mo. The notion of the Mie was changed to difference between 30
days and a synodic month after the Dayan Calendar (724 A. D. ). This change is for calculating the in-
tercalation ,having nothing to do with the calculating of a new moon, According to the definitions of
Mo and Mie after the Tang Dynasty,a formula of intercalation is derived as follows :the number of in-
tercalary month= (the number of Mo--the number of Mie)/30.

Key words Mo ; Mie;intercalation;calendrics;history of natural science
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