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Study on Original Publication of American Defamation Law

ZHENG Renrong
(School of Law, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, China 350007)

Abstract: Publication of defamation is one of the necessary conditions of defamation. And original
publication is the most important form of publication of defamation. In USA, original publication is consisted
of three essentials: the defamation was published to a third party, the defamatory statement was understood by
the third party and the originator had fault. In American defamation law, the publication of defamation has
been clearly defined, the protection of right of reputation has been carefully taken into consideration and
preventive function has been reflected on the definition of publication forms. All these characteristics are
worthy of drawing lessons from by Chinese law circles.
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