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Cognitive Models and Motivations of the Extension

of Word Meaning

ZHENG Yanxia
(Department of Foreign Languages, Huaiyin Institute of Technology, Huai’an, China 223003)

Abstract: Saussure’s theory of semiotics, which says that the form and the meaning of language are arbitrary,
could not explain the commonly existing phenomenon of polysemy in the course of language development.
So, from the unique angle of cognition of human beings, the cognitive linguists found that there did have
some motivations in the meaning extension, which mainly came from the metaphorical and metonymic ways
of thinking. This paper mainly discussed the phenomenon from the angle of the motivations of meaning
extension and its three main cognitive models, including the models of image schemas, metaphor and
metonymy.
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