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Types and Characteristics of Temple-gods in Wenzhou

LIN Xiaoliao
(College of Humanities and Social Sciences, China Jiliang University, Hangzhou, China 310018)

Abstract: Temple-god worship is an important form of folk beliefs. Among Wenzhou’s temple-gods, gods
predominate over goddesses. The majority of Wenzhou’s temple-gods are hitogami, who were either real
figures in history or legends. And Wenzhou’s temple-gods could be divided into three parts, including
Wenzhou’s native gods, gods who are universally believed in by Han nationality and gods introduced from
neighborhood of Wenzhou. In these temple-gods, the native gods are the majority. The temple-gods in
Wenzhou have three characteristics: regionality of spreading, randomness of relationships between gods and
secularization of gods’ images.
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