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SYNTHESIS OF 16-METHYLENE PREDNISONE ACETATE

CueN Yun-cuenG anp Huane Min-LoN

(Institute of Organic Chemistry, Academia Sinica, Shanghai)

ABSTRACT

An alterative route for the synthesis of 16-methylene prednisone acetate (VI) is re-
ported. Thus microbiological hydroxylation of 160, 17a-epoxide-16g-methyl-A*pregne-3,
20-dione” (1) with Rhizopus nigricans afforded the 11la-hydroxyl compound II, which was
oxidizied to the 11-kete compound III. The cleavage of 16a~, 17a-epoxide afforded IV,
which on introduction of Cj-acetoxy at and dehydrogenation at C,; yielded the final
product VI. ‘





