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THE USE OF NON-ANESTHETIZED PIGEONS IN THE BIOASSAY
OF DIGITALIS

Ho Cina-Lane anp Tane Lee*

(Wu-Han Municipal Drug Bureau)

ABsTRACT

Owing to the high room temperature in summer in the Wu-han area, it is difficult
to carry out the bio-assay of digitalis using ether anesthetized pigeons according to the
pharmacopeal method. The authors attempted to use non-anesthetized pigeons instead of
the anesthetized ones. Parallel experiments were performed to compare the MLD of
digitalis of Chinese National Standard on two groups of pigeons of 20 each. One group
was not anesthetized, while another was ether-anesthetized. The results obtained showed
that non-anesthetized group in the experiment gave a figure of coefficient of variation as
8.57%, while the other group as 13.45%. Therefore, the authors suggest that in the
assay of digitalis non-anesthetized pigeons may be used.

* Present Address: Hu-nan Provincial Drug Bureau,





