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Approximate k-median Clustering for Categorical Data

ZHAO Heng, ZHANG Gaoyu
(School of Electronic Eng., Xidian University, Xi’an 710071)

Abstract Based on the approximate k-median algorithm, an approximate k-median clustering algorithm for categorical data is developed. The
algorithm replaces the modes in k-modes algorithm with the approximate medians of data set, and optimizes the center of cluster with the
approximate k-median algorithm. The center of cluster is an actual sample of data set, which prevents the empty cluster. The experiments indicate the
algorithm is effective.
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