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Abstract

Cathepsin, a kind of cysteine proteinases,
is found in the 1920 and able to degrade
extracellular matrix (ECM) components.
Cathepsin S is a single-chain and non-
glycosylated cysteine proteinase ubiquitously
distributed in lysosomes. Apart from its
role in human digestive system neoplasms,
Cathepsin S was also identified to participate
in the occurrence of astrocytoma, glioblastoma,
prostatic carcinoma and lung cancer. It is found
that cathepsin S is directly involved in vascular
matrix remodeling. In addition, the expression of
cathepsin S is associated with the angiogenesis,
growth and metastasis of tumors. This article
reviews the relationship between cathepsin S
expression and digestive system neoplasms.
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