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1.
“ Tabooll 13 ” 13 ” 13 ”
James Cook 1728-1779 1777 taboo
verba taboo
1983 p. 336
euphemism
mention of gods
near-swearing sex death disease excretion
taboo words
1980 2005
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1 2
3 4 5 6
1 cancer
“ thebigC’ “ longillness’ ! 8
19 “ socia disease ” “ 8 “ T2
menstruation “ | am having my periods. | am awoman for aweek. | am having
my friends with me.” “ mo S "3 toilet,
water closet, rest room “ " passwater, answer nature’s call, wash one's hands, do one's business
o “ make love,
art of pleasure, to approach’ pregnant “ in the family way, in adelicate
condition” ! mo m " 5 '
p " “ pass
away, go to the heaven, go to sleep, go to see the God, depart, be in heaven with God” “ 8
3.
1
“ ” “oormt ad”
“ boy friend” “ girl friend”
“ old” a seasoned man the advanced
in age the mature elder hospital retirement home private hospital
nursing home golden age club
2 , ,
Washington Lincoln
“ Harvard” “ Stanford” “ name after...”
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“ dow student”
1] unda. mhi a/e,ﬂ 113 ” 113 ”

30
International English Usage 1986

“ the Devil” “ the deuce’ “ the dickens”
“ Old Nick”
four letter words  shit, fuck, etc.

wash one’s hand, powder her nose, freshen up
go to a better world, be with God
Heis not al there. Sheis alittle eccentric.

understatement
poor needy, under privileged, disadvantaged
“ oo ” “odd” ¢ childish ¢ fat” “ shinny”
Buddha ,
o if anything should happen to
me if | die “ " o
“©or Heiswéel off. “ oo They are
down on their luck. “ 8 oo
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Compar ative study of Chinese and British taboos

XIAO Su-fang

Abstract: Inthe west and east, taboo is a prevailing social and cultural phenomenon. In different cultures,
taboo is varied. Comparative analysis of the Sino-British taboo helps people understand the cultural connotation
and different concepts of values and ethics. It is helpful for international communication and cultural exchange.
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