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ABSTRACT The mechanical properties and in vitro bioactivity of PEEK–HA and PEEK–HA–CF
composites were comparatively studied, and the effects of the inclusion of CF on the mechanical properties
and in vitro bioactivity of PEEK–HA composite were investigated. It is revealed that the mechanical
properties of PEEK–HA–CF composite are mainly dominated by the loading of CF. The strength and
modulus of the PEEK–HA–CF composite are improved significantly with the inclusion of CF. In addition,
the PEEK–HA–CF composite can be designed by adjusting the loading of HA and CF to present the
strength and the modulus varying in a certain range, which makes the PEEK–HA–CF composite well
matched with the load–bearing human bone in the mechanical properties for a wide range. It is also
revealed that PEEK–HA–CF is with good in vitro bioactivity.
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Order Reagent Amount Purity
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W 1 PEEK–HA–CF 23.0� HA 4 CF ce/ SEM fdeed

Fig.1 Typical SEM back–scattered electron images showing the HA and CF distributions in the

PEEK–HA–CF composites with different PEEK–HA–CF ratios, (a) 75–15–10, (b) 70–20–10

W 2 75PEEK–5HA–20CF 23.0fXfNgYef/ SEM ed

Fig.2 SEM image of cryo–fractured surface parallel to mould filling direction (MFD) of 75PEEK–

5HA–20CF composite, (a) core, (b) one–fourth of thickness from the surface

L 2 PEEK–HA 4 PEEK–HA–CF 23.0/1�:2gd

Table 2 The mechanical properties of PEEK–HA and PEEK–HA–CF composites

Tensile modulus Tensile strength Flexural modulus Flexural strength

/Error(GPa) /Error(MPa) /Error(GPa) /Error(MPa)

95PEEK/05HA 3.6 0.2 91.8 0.2 3.5 0.1 143.2 1.8

90PEEK/10HA 4.5 0.3 87.4 0.8 3.5 0.0 141.9 0.9

80PEEK/20HA 5.1 0.1 79.1 0.2 4.0 0.1 143.6 1.5

70PEEK/30HA 5.7 0.3 71.6 0.6 4.5 0.0 139.4 1.5

60PEEK/40HA 6.9 0.1 64.1 0.3 5.7 0.0 136.9 0.8

50PEEK/50HA 8.7 0.4 55.6 0.3 7.1 0.1 122.8 2.2

85PEEK/05HA/10CF 9.0 1.1 120.8 0.9 6.6 0.1 191.2 1.4

80PEEK/10HA/10CF 9.4 0.4 118.2 1.1 6.9 0.1 190.7 1.1

75PEEK/15HA/10CF 10.3 0.2 128.8 0.7 6.9 0.2 187.8 1.9

70PEEK/20HA/10CF 11.3 0.1 129.7 1.1 7.9 0.1 194.2 1.2

80PEEK/05HA/15CF 11.3 0.4 148.6 2.6 7.6 0.1 217.9 5.5

75PEEK/10HA/15CF 12.2 0.1 150.7 2.2 8.2 0.3 220.4 1.0

75PEEK/05HA/20CF 14.8 0.4 173.0 0.3 10.4 0.2 247.1 4.2
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Fig.3 Tensile modulus versus HA content in PEEK–

HA composites
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Fig.4 Tensile strength versus HA content in PEEK–

HA composites
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Fig.5 Tensile strength versus CF content in the com-

posites containing 5% HA
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Fig.6 Tensile strength versus HA content in the com-

posites containing 10% CF
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Fig.7 Tensile modulus versus HA content in the

composites containing 10% CF
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Fig.8 Tensile modulus versus CF content in the com-

posites containing 5% HA
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Fig.9 SEM image of tensile fracture surface of
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W 10 PEEK–HA–CF 23.0/uvostt

Fig.10 SEM images of flexural fracture surfaces of PEEK–HA–CF composites. (a) 85PEEK–5HA–

10CF, (b) 80PEEK–10HA–10CF, (c) 75PEEK–15HA–10CF and (d) 70PEEK–20HA–10CF
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Fig.11 SEM images of PEEK–HA and PEEK–HA–CF composite samples soaked in SBF after 14 d.

(a1,a2,a3) 60PEEK–40HA, (b1, b2, b3) 50PEEK–50HA, (c1, c2, c3) 70PEEK–20HA–10CF,

(d1,d2,d3) 75PEEK–10HA–15CF, (e1,e2,e3) 75PEEK–5HA–20CF
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