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2.1 simile

as, like, as if, as...so
1 Records fell “like ripe apples on a windy day”.
2 “as strong as an ox”
3 e The crowds along the racecourse are “like a field of grass and flowers in the wind”.
4 e My brain was “as powerful as a dynamo, as precise as a chemist’s scales, as penetrating as a scalpel”.

5 e She gasped “like a bee had stung her”.
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2.2

1

metaphor

The world is a “stage”.

2 Jim was a “fox”.

3

e The Elizabethans “blew on it (Queen’s English) as on a dandelion clock, and its seeds multiplied and

floated to the ends of the earth”.

4 e Logic, far from being a dry, pedantic discipline, is “a living thing, full of beauty, passion, and trauma”.

5

2.3

2.4

2.5

e We have rid the earth of his “shadow” and liberated its peoples from his “yoke”.

metonymy

He chose the “gun” instead of the “cap and gown”.
The “head” of our school is a doctor.
e For making money, his “pen” would prove mightier than his “pickax”.
e Surgeons have “X-rays” to guide them during an operation.
X

synecdoche
They were short of “hands” at harvest time.
The doctor cut “me” open and took out the appendix.
e The case had erupted round “my head”.

e Neither his vanity nor his “purse” is any concern of the dictionary’s.

parallelism

She was a woman of “mean understanding, little information, and uncertain temper”.



2 e We observe today not “a victory of party but a celebration of freedom, symbolizing an end as well as a
beginning, signifying renewal as well as change”.

3 e “To” those old allies...
“To” those new states...
“To” those peoples...
“To” our sister republics...
“To” that world assembly...
“To” those nations...

4 e We shall “pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe” to
assure the survival and the success of liberty.

5 e “He’s a liar. He’s a cheat. He’s a rat”.

2.6 antithesis

1 “Penny wise” and “pound foolish”.
2 “Abird in the hand” is worth “two in the bush”.
3 e “United, there is little we cannot do” in a host of co-operative ventures. “Divided, there is little we can
do”, for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.
4 e “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country”.
5 e Itis easier to “make a beautiful dumb girl smart than to make an ugly smart girl beautiful”.
2.7 repetition

1 There she stretched, growing “warmer and warmer, sleepier and sleepier”.



2 Would you “please, please, please” do me a favor?

3 e Man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish “all forms of” human poverty and “all forms of”

human life.
4 eWe will never “parley”. We will never “negotiate”.

5 e...to convert our “good” words into “good” deeds; to assist “free” men and “free” government in

casting off the chains of poverty.
2.8 alliteration
1 “World Wide Web”
2 “Peter Piper picked” a “peck” of “pickled pepper”.

3 e It was a splendid population-for all the “slow”, “sleepy”, “sluggish-brained” “sloths” “stayed” at

home.
4 e “Let”us “learn” the_e_‘_‘lessons” already taught by such cruel experience.
2.9 hyperbole
1 He almost “died laughing”.
2 Belinda smiled, and “all the world was gay”.
3 e You are “the whole world to me, and the moon and the stars and the constellations of outer space”.
4 e Here was wealth “beyond computation”, almost “beyond imagination”.

5 e The trial that “rocked the world”.

6 e What I allude to is the unbroken and agonizing ugliness, the sheer revolting monstrousness, “of every
house in sight”.

2.10 irony



1 A“fine” friend you are!

2 That’s really a “good” idea!

3 e We are marching backwards to the “glorious” age of the sixteenth century.

4 e When it (brick) has taken on the patina of the mills, it is the “color of an egg long past all hope or

caring”.

211 oxymoron

1 a“public secret”

2 a‘“true lie”

3 It (New York) has the “poorest millionaires, the littlest great men, the haughtiest beggars, the plainest

E)

beauties...

4 e Malone called my conviction a “victorious defeat”.

2.12 personification

1 “Mother” Earth

2 The wind “whistled” through the trees.

3 The waves “clap their hands”.

4 e It (hurricane) “seized” a 600,000-gallon Gulfport oil tank and “dumped” it 3.5 miles away.
60 3.5

5 e The “young” moon lies on “her back” tonight as is “her habit” in the tropics, and as, I think, is

suitable if not seemly for a “virgin”.

2.13 (pun



1 Lay down your “arms”.
/
*arms “e 7z “ 7z
2 “When does the baker follow his trade?”

“Whenever he ‘kneads’ the ‘dough’.”

ce / »
*knead need; dough “ i “ i
3 The Unique “Spirit” of Canada
/
*spirit < 7 “ 7z

4 e “Darwin” is “right inside”.
/
*Darwin right

inside

5 e “It’s” bound to end soon.
/

*it

2.14 transferred epithet
1 He crashed down on a “protesting chair”.
2 He passed many “anxious hours” on the way.
3 e Darrow had whispered throwing a reassuring arm round my shoulders.
4 e “QGray peace” pervaded the wilderness-ringed Argentia Bay in Newfoundland.
5 e The sailors swarmed into a “laughing, cheering ring” around the two men.
2.15 euphemism
1 an “industrial” action
labor strike
2 a“slow-thinking” student
stupid
3 His father “passed away” peacefully.
die

4 e He tried soldiering for two weeks with a motley band of Confederate guerrillas who “diligently

avoided contact with the enemy”.



retreat

5 e He commented with a crushing sense of despair on “man’s final release from earthly struggles...”
death
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Figures of speech employed in Advanced English
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Abstract: Figures of speech refer to those rhetorical devices which have to do with the way words are made
to mean other than what they would normally imply. They are capable of making our language figurative and
vivid, hence a necessary part of English learning. The present paper summarizes and analyzes fifteen types of
figures of speech employed in the widely accepted textbook for English majors—Advanced English, in order to
reveal the colorfulness of the English language.
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