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A Cognitive Approach to YE (ALSO) in Chinese

YE in Chinese means ALSO in English and functions as a conjunctive adverb. As a
high-frequency word, it receives great attention from linguists, but most attention is attached to its
function in syntax and discourse, rather than to its meaning, which is usually considered
polysemous.

Adopting the cognitive approach, the present study discusses 1) its conceptual structure, 2) its
on-line interpretation and 3) its senses. YE evokes the concept of GENERAL SIMILARITY
WITH MINOR DIFFERENCE, which falls into two sub-concepts: A) two categories overlap,
meaning SIMILARITY BETWEEN THE CATEGORIES, which is the sense of the word in
compound sentences (e.g. He went to Shanghai, and | ye went.), and B) one category encloses the
other, meaning SIMILARITY WITH MINOR DIFFERENCE, which is the sense of the word in
complex sentences. In all cases, YE stays in the clause or sentence where the second category
stays since the former evokes the latter. The placement of similarity and its extent depends on the
speaker’s subjective judgment. In complex sentences, ye can occur in adversative (e.g. Although
he failed the exam, he was ye admitted.), conditional (e.g. Despite the weather, he ye will come.)
and focusing sentences (e.g. One single person ye didn’t turn up.). Some senses commonly
thought that ye has can be incorporated into sense B, for they are caused by the context and should
be attributed to it (e.g. The sense of euphemism, as in, You were ye too impolite, does not belong
to ye.).

In light of Fauconnier’s Conceptual Blending Theory, the present study proceeds to examine
authentic complicated sentences that contain ye from spontaneous texts. Our findings show that,
although the Conceptual Blending Theory can reconstruct his on-line interpretation, the listener, in
this process, has to employ various types of reasoning, based on shared knowledge, including
abduction and induction. One such example is Quite a few people in our village had their houses
renovated, so my husband ye plans to go out and earn some money.

Our study concludes that ye, a typical example of connective adverbs, is not polysemous but
contains one abstract concept with two senses. For the listener, it contains both procedural
information (COMPARE IT WITH THE PREVIOUS CATEGORY) and conceptual information
(SIMILARITY). Guided by the former, the listener finds the right place and makes the
comparison. From this perspective, function words, with their conceptual complexity, are of
theoretical significance to linguistics
Key Words: cognitive linguistics; conceptual blending; polysemy; Chinese connective adverbs;
also
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