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beef, pork, air, boil, tailor
cliché, ballet, tsar, attorney general
garage “ any safe place’ “ abuilding for
housing automobiles” villain “ aman who works on afarm or villa” “ awicked man”
1967
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orrest, crafian;
egg, they, ddter ey, tho, swuster
holm “ ocean” holmr “idet”
motherly, maternal fear, terror, trepidation
holy, sacred, consecrated
ante- antecede, antechamber, antedate
-sopy(-) philosophy, sophisticate
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On the Assmilation of Language

GAOYing Northeast Normal University

Abstract: Linguistic contact goes hand in hand with intercultural communication and it inevitably brings

about linguistic borrowing. However, the assimilative capacity varies, and this capacity is predominantly
determined by extralinguistic features—history, culture and national mentality. The English people, with their
characteristic open-mindedness, are for a linguistic “free trade”, whereas the Chinese, due to the long history of
feudal system and closed-doorism, are psychologicaly handicapped—"conservative” in their absorption of
foreign elements. The differences in the assimilative capacity of English and Chinese form a milestone of the
development of the two cultures.
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