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North Enders inhibit a sort of homeland where everybody has known one another from both and everything
was shared, from mothers to memories, spare sofas to Sunday dinners; five cents for a shoeshine, the bathhouse
on Saturday morning, the strap to the behind, and an instinctive sense that what makes a family work also goes for
a neighborhood. “ We were taught to love and respect,” said Freddy Bruno, 87, a the Bella Fuma Cigar Shoppe.
“ Before we ate on holidays, we had to kiss our father’s hand and our mother’s hand. OK, you got the strap. But
you see, | loved it. There was so much strictness. So much learning how to live decent.”
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“ ” . I

did not know that learning English can be fun until | took your course. “
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The Issueof Cultural Context in EFL Teaching

CHANG Jin-ping General Hospital of the Chinese PLA

Abstract: Cultural contexts unavoidably affect learners of English as a foreign language (EFL). Therefore,
understanding cultural contexts plays an important role in learning and teaching of EFL and is of great benefits for
the leaner to have a good idea of the culture of the target language. Different cultural backgrounds may lead to
differences of learner performance and teacher expectation in the classroom. The differences between the
understanding and use of vacabulary in mother tongue and target language and that of cultural contexts may result
in the learner’s failure to understand discourses. The author discusses the issue of cultural contexts teachers of
EFL have been confronted with in the areas of selecting materials and deciding an approach and has some
suggestions about appropriately dealing with the issue of cultural contexts in teaching practice.
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