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“ It is a long story” , answered Pao-yu, then told his dream in full concluding with his initiation by
Disenchantment into “ the sport of cloud and rain” . His-jen, hearing this, covered her face and doubled up in a fit
of giggles.
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1 Pao-yu hasfirst taste of love
Granny Liu pays her first visit to the Rong Mansion
2 JaBao-yu conducts his first experiment in the art of love, and Grannie Liu makes her first entry into
the Rong-guo Mansion.  D. Hawkes

” “ " (D “ cloud and rain”
(2 “ tasteof love” “ theart of love” “ love-making”
“ the love making spot and cloud and rain”

3.2

©)
1 A gold toad gnaws the lock. Open it, burn the incense.
A tiger of jade pulls the rope. Draw from the well and escape.
2 Round the golden-toad lock, incense is creeping;
The jade tiger tells, on its cord, of water being drawn.
3 When doors were locked and incense burned, | came at night;

| went at davn when windlass pulled up water cool. 2004
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| had not known you a month before | felt that you were the last man in the world whom | could ever be
prevailed onto marry.  Austen, 1958:193
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(4) Every party has awet blanket  Susana complained all night at my birthday party.
1

2
“ awet blanket”
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