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Field Measurement of Indoor Air Quality in Newly Constructed Houses
according to the Revised Building Standard Law in Japan 1.
Field measurement of concentration of carbonyl compounds in indoor air* !

Junpei HipA *2, Saki TAKATSUKA *3, Masaaki YAMADA *3,
Kinji Taki*3, Hiroaki YOSHIDA *3 and Makoto YAMADA *4

Indoor air quality of the wooden houses newly built according to the revised Building Standard Law was
surveyed in Shizuoka and Aichi prefecture, 2004. Air concentrations of carbonyl compounds were measured in 20
living rooms and bedrooms of 10 houses of a natural type, furnished with natural materials, such as solid wood for
floor and wall panels, and 18 rooms of 9 houses of a general type, furnished with artificial materials such as bonded
wood materials for floors and polyvinyl covering for walls and ceilings. Average formaldehyde air concentration
was 79 ug/m®. The formaldehyde concentration of 70% of the rooms was above the guideline value in the 2000
survey. However, it was reduced to 20% in this survey. Formaldehyde concentration above the guideline value was
measured in a few rooms just after completion of construction although it was apparent that the revision of the
Building Standard Law did lead to a decrease of formaldehyde concentration. There was no difference in
concentration between natural type and general type rooms. Average acetaldehyde concentration was 227 ug/m® and
about 89% of the rooms were above the guideline value (48 ug/m®) for air concentration. Acetaldehyde air
concentration of general type houses and bedrooms was higher than that of natural type houses and living rooms.
It was suggested that natural furnish materials lowered acetaldehyde air concentration.

Keywords :  indoor air quality, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde, Building Standard Law, wooden houses.
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Fig.1. A typical room of natural type houses.
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Polyvinyl covering

Bonded wood flooring

Fig. 2. A typical room of general type houses.
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Table 1. List of main materials used in measured rooms.

Type A Type B
Living room Bedroom Living room Bedroom
Floor Sugi solid flooring Sugi solid flooring Bonded wood flooring | Bonded wood flooring
Sugi solid flooring (with oil finishing) | Pine solid flooring (with oil finishing) Tatami mat
Hinoki solid flooring Hinoki solid flooring
Tatami mat Hinoki solid flooring (with wax)
Pine solid flooring Pine solid flooring
Pine solid flooring (with oil finishing) | Sugi solid flooring (with oil finishing)
Japanese Ash solid flooring Japanese Ash solid flooring
Cork tile Tatami mat
Tile floor
Under floor Structural plywood Structural plywood Luaun plywood Luaun plywood
Synthetic rubber sheet Plaster hoard
Laminated board
Wall Diatom earth Diatom earth Polyvinyl covering | Polyvinyl covering
Sirasu wall Sugi solid wood Sugi solid wood
Plaster coating Japanese paper
Larch plywood Plaster coating
Tile wall Kenaf board
Acryl emulsion paint Hinoki laminated board
Acryl emulsion paint
Under wall Plaster board Plaster board Gypsum board Gypsum board
Gypsum board Gypsum board
Ceiling Japanese paper Sugi solid wood Polyvinyl covering | Polyvinyl covering
Acryl emulsion paint Laminated board
Sugi solid wood Japanese paper
Laminated board
Hinoki laminated board
Under ceiling Plaster board Plaster board Gypsum board Gypsum board
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Fig.3.  Frequency distribution and cumulative frequency
of formaldehyde concentration in indoor air.
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Fig.4.  Formaldehyde air concentration in measured rooms.
Notes: Natural type rooms are mainly furnished with
natural materials.
General type rooms are mainly furnished with
artificial materials.
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Fig. 5.  Formaldehyde concentration and its excess ratio of
guideline value from 2000 to 2004.
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Fig.6.  Frequency distribution and cumulative frequency
of acetaldehyde concentration in indoor air.
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Fig. 7.  Acetaldehyde air concentration in measured rooms.
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