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THE SYSTEMATIC EVOLUTION AND THE GEOGRAPHICAL
DISTRIBUTION OF MECONOPSIS VIG,

Chuang Hsuan

(Kunming Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

The systematical evolution of genus Meconopsis, first of all, depends upon

the alternation of environmental conditions from a low altitude to a hicher
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altitude, from the habitats under the forests to meadows and even to alpine
desetrs, Corresponding to these systematical alternations they change mor—
phologically from branched stems to unbranched stems and finally, to no stem at
all, from panicles to brateate raceme to bractless raceme and finally, to simple
flowered basal scapes., This amply reveals the dialectic unity between plants
and environments in the long-term historical development,

The western China with neighbouring Himalayan regions is the center of distri—
bution of this genus,The old montanous region of Central China and its neigh-
bouring region may be its birthplace, while on the margin of Qinghai-Xizang
Plateau may form a secondary center of development, At the same time, the
present paper also makes a discussion on the close relationship between the
Himalayan upheaval and the origin and development of species groups of the

same genus,



