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STUDY ON THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
OF DIOSCOREA COMPOSITE

' Zheng Huilan

(Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, Academia Sinica)

Abstract The cultured Dioscorea composite Hemsl. was introduced successfully
by us from Mexico, This paper deals with the pattern of the growth and development
of the plant in Xishuangbanna area, Yunnan province, China,

The result shows the seed germination is related with tempercture, thousandgrain
weight and the storage, The vine begins to grow quickly snd the secdlings can be
transplanted to field at sixty day after sowing, Flowing and fruiting in a year after
transplant, The plant is cvergreen, and has two flowing scasons in per year, The
yield will be increasing year by year, becausc the tubers can grow continually, Our
experiment shows that the highest yields reach up to 82410 kg/ha/yr, and the dio-
sgenin content is 3 — 4 % of the dry matter,

Key words Dioscorea composite; cultivation; Diosgenin



