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Studies on the dermatoglyphics of the monkey (Afacoca mulatia)
Zhang Yao-ping Peng Yan-zhang Ye Zhi-zhang

(Kunming lnstitute of Zoology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

Epidermal patterns of digits, palms and soles of 62 monkeys (28 males
and 34 females of Macaca mulatta) were examined, We found that there were
altogether nine different kinds of pattern types but only four of them, the
“orimitive”, “loop”, “whorl” and “open field” types were the most popular

and main ones. The results of this observation were briefly summarized as
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the following:

The patterns of digital tips were almost entirely of the primitive type.

1. Hand,

1. More than fifty percent of the interdigital I and hypothenar-proximal
patterns of the palm were of the “loop” type and the rest were of the “whorl”
type.

2. The thenar and hypothenar-distal patterns were of the “loop”, “whorl”
and “open~field” types, but the proportions of these three types were unequal.

3, Majority of the interdipital J-IV patterns were of the “whorl” type
and the rest were of the “loop” type.

According to the degree of complexity distinct groups the patterns of the
palm were classilied into the above three distinct groups (2, 3 and4).

i . Foot,

1. The thenar and hypothenar patterns of the plantae were of both “loop”
and “open field” types, but the former was much more than the latter.

2, patterns of interdigital | —]V areas were mostly consisted of both
“loop® and “whorl” iypes but the proportion of the former gradually decreased
while the latter progressivellv increased from the interdigital I area to the IV
area.

No obvious distinction were found as to the distribution of pattern types
between the two sides of the appendages and also the same between the two sexes.

1t is noteworthy that there existed symmetrical distribution of pattern types

between the two sides in considerable high degree.
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