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THE ACTION OF THE SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR OF THE
INITIAL COLONY OF TWO TERMITES ON
OVIPOSITION, EGG HATCHING AND MOULTING

Huang Weiliang Rao Qizhen Lu Limei

(Guangdong Institule of Enlomology, Guangzhou)

Through the observation and cultivation of the initial colony of Copiotermes
formosanus Shiraki and Odontotermes formosanus (Shiraki), We discovered
that the behaviour of laying cggs, hatching and moulting were similar between
the two, Although the eggs of both species could be self-hatching without
adults taking care, the eggs, in general, were taken care by adults or workers,
They could hatch and the young termites could survive, Moulting began first
from the head extending dorsally toward thorax and abdomen until ventral
termination, The younger termites moult with some help of males and females
or workers and the older one could be sell-moulting at the beginning, but
eventually it still needed some help from other workers,
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