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A New Subspecies of Garrulex canorus
—Garrulax canorus mengliensis

Zheng Bao—lai* Yang Lan

(Kunming Institute of Zoology)

In our recent studies, a new subspecies of Garrulax carorus has been
found in the southwestern and western part of Yunnan Province.

Garrulax canorus mengliensis, subsp. nov,

Holotype Adult male(Field number  620672)y type locality, Menglian,
Yunnan, alt, 940 m., Dec, 11, 1962,

Allotype Adult female (Field number 587)y type locality, Mengla, Xi-
shuangbanna, Yunnan, alt. 900 m., Jan, 17, 1960.

Type specimens are kept in the Laboratory of the Kunming Institute of
Zoology, Academia Sinica, Kunming.

Diagnosis Season to seasen, sex to sex, mengliersis differs from G, c.
canorus in having the crown, neck, upper parts and the surface of wing
olive, not stained with rufous as the latter markedy ear—coverts olive-brows,
ot rufous—browny sides of the neck, chin, throat, upper breast, flanks and
ht buff, not rufous—yellowy the stripes on the crown and neck

crissum lig
being narrower, the black streaks on the throat and breast even narrower and
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more distinguished than that of nominate racey less grey on the ahdomen, This
new subspecies appears to be closely related to G. c. owsfoni, but differs
{from the latter in having the throat, breast, flanks and crissum not faintly
washed with rufous; a larger body weight and longer wing length. Weights
and measurements of the examined materials are shown in the table,

The young ones are deeper in tone mever with rufous tinge, this makes
them easily distinguished from the other races,

Iris yellow or rufous—yellow; culmen blackish grey, lower mandible
yellowish browny tarsus yellowish brown,

Discussion,; The population in the eastern part of the range (eastern China}
of . cunorus, the hue being more rufous, the rufous tone decrearing west—
wards, and in the westrn part of the range, the naming new subspecies oceurs,
differs strikingly from the eastern population in having the color pattern without
any rufous tinge,Specimens from Jingdong, Hekou, Funing, Yunnan Province,
and South-—western part of Kweichow Province (3 § 5, 2% %, 222) are
intermediate form of canorus and mengliensis, the rufous tinge of upper parts
and wing is lighter, just the same as Cheng Tso—hsin (1960) showed, It doesn't
seem to be due to fading, for the specimens identically rich in rufous whether
previously or newly collected from the same areay underparts deeper buff,
slightly stained with rufous, G. c¢. yunnanensis is an intermediate form be-
tween (. c. canorus and G, c. mengliensis, which with more olive on the
upperparts and wings, the rufous is not so marked,

It seems that the northern range of Wu—liang Mt, and AilaoMt,, Yuan-
jiang R., Yunnan Province, Nanpan R., Kweichow Province appeared as an
intermediate range of mengliensis and canorusy mengliensis is found in the
west part to Wuliang Mt., none rufous tinged individual to be seen.

Ecology, They are gregarious and noisy birds, haunting the outskirts of
villages, scrub jungle, bush or long grass, They are shy birds, difficult to
observe, every now and then shouting loudly to the others, or responding to their
mates, Feed on insects and seeds.

Specimens examined
Garrulax c. mengliensis 6 3 &, Luxi, Yumnan (April 1962); Maagshi,

Yunnan (April 1962}, Menglian, Yunnan (Dec. 1962)s Menghai Yunnan(Feb,
1960). 1 Q Mengla, Yuanan (Jan, 1960). 2 2 2, Menglian, Yunnan {Jan,
1960); Langcang, Yunnan (Feb,1960). 13 juv., Jiangcheng, Yunnan (June
1972). 1 2 juv., liangcheng, Yunnan (June 1972).

Garrulax ¢. canorus 83 3. Suijiang, Yunnan(April, June 1975)y Yanjin,
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Yunnan{Nov, 1983)y Guizhou (oct. 1963}y Guangxi (Oct. 1979)y Guangdong
(Aug., Nov. 1959). 13% 2 Suijiang, Yunnan (April 1975)s Yanjin, Yunnan
(Nov. 1963); Guizhou(Sep,1963, Nov, 1965)y Guangdong (May, Nov, 1959
April 1960). 3 2 2, Suijiang, Yunnan (June 1975)y Guizhou(Sep,-Oct, 1963).
4 & % juv., Guizhou {Aug.—Sep. 1963)s Guangdong (Aug., 1959). 4 2 %
juv., Guizhou (Sep. 1963)5 Guangdong (Avg. 1959). 29 2, juv,, Guizhou
{Aug.—Sep. 1963).

Garrulax c. owsioni 4 3 5, Hainan Is, (April 1963; July 1979).42 &
Hainan Is, (Jan,—Feb,, Dec, 1863; JIyly 1979).

* The previous spelling was Cheng Pao—Iai,







