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Ii& # g 3L Rongjiang, Guizhon (alt, 500m)

1264 'ﬂtdﬂﬁﬂRuugﬁang,Guizhou(nll.Aiﬁl)m)‘ 1876, VI o 22.0 }255 sss' 95.0
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ETFREREBEH (Lophura nycthemera nycthemera) Feirdi LR, B H
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WHETEE (Costanopsis irtbuloides) WERMBE (Milletlio sp. ) BIRH
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A NEW SUBSPECIES OF THE SILVER PHEASANT
FORM GUIZHOU, CHINA—LOPHURA
NYCTEMERA RONGJIANGENSIS

Tan Yaokuang Wu Zhikang

(Institute of Zoology, Academla Sinlca) (Guizhou Musenm)

The Guizhou Museum has collected silver pheasant specimens from the
couthern part of Guizhou, We have recently examined them and found them
{o be & new subspecies, which we propose to name as:

Lophura nycthemera rongjiangensis, subsp,nov.

For the locality, date, wing, tail, and so on of the holotype and paratype
of this aubspecies, pleaee see the table in the Chinese text,

Holotype and paralypes are kept in the Institute of Zoology, Academia
Sinica and Guizhou Museum respectively.

Diagnosis

Male: Our new subspecies resembles L. n. omeiensis greatly but each
feather on the back and the rump has 5—6 black stripes, the lines being
somewhat neater. The outermost three pairs of rectrices of the omeiensis
subspecies are nearly all black; while in the case of the rongjiangensis subspecies,
the said rectrices are black in the outer webs only, and white with black lines
in the inner webs (see figure 1,), The inner webs of the fifth pair of outer
rectrices on the omeiensis race are not all white, but have many fine lines;
the outer webs are totally black at the extremity, the rest of the outer webs show
white stripes. The inner webs of the fifth pair of outer reetrices on the
rongjiangensis race are totally white; all the outer webs are white at the extrem—
ity, the rest of the outer webs resemble the omeiensis. With respect to the first
primaries, in the omeiensis race the inner web has three complete stripes,
and the outer web has only two stripes that are nearly complete; but rong-
jlangensis race has four hroken, incomplete stripes, the outer web has four
or five stripes(see figure 2.). With regard to the body size, the wings of the
Omei race [ 6 ¢"g'282.3 (276 -209mm,)] are longer than the Rongjiong race

(94" " 265.1 {260-276mm.}].
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L. n. rongjiangensis is quite similar to L. n. nycthemera in geographical
distribution, But the new subspecies differs from the nominate race in the
outermost 4 pairs of rectrices, those in the nominate race are white in color
with stripes; secondly its the back only has 5 black stripes, but the Rongjiang
race is between the nominate race and the Omei rgece, having 5-6 stripes.

Ecology: The habitation of this pheasant is among hills of alt,400 - 1000
m., which have rivulets and streams, :

Silver pheasants gather in flocks of about 3 to 5, They are very vigilant,
timid and inobtrusive., When alarmed theyscut tle away, quickly frequently
uphill and then downhill again to hide amid the forest. One very rarely sees
their flight, At early morning and dusk they seek food in the forest, At night
they roost about 5 metres above ground on horizontal branches of tall trees.

Concerning its nidification, nothing si yet known.

Distribution: This subspeeies is found only in Rongjiang, Luodian and
Ceheng in southern Guizhou, and also in Bijie in western Guizhou.

S pecimens examined: Lophura nycthemers rongjiongensis 11d " (Gui-
zhou}; L. n. omeinensis 247" (Omel and Obian, Sichuan); L. n. nycthemera
15, 19 (Guangxi); L. n. beaulieni 78", 22 2, (Mengla, Menghai, Puwen,
Mengzi, Simao and Menga, vyunnan), L. n. witheheadi 254, 52 2 (Hainan

Dao),




