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ON A NEW SPECIES OF POECILOBDELLA
(HIRUDINEA, HIRUDINIDAE)
FROM HUBEI SHENG, CHINA

Yang Tong

( Institute of Hydrobiology, Academiz Sinica)

The specific diagnosis of Poecilobdella hubeiensis sp, nov, is given below,

Holotype, length 103 mm, when extended; width at buccal ring, llmm,; maxi-
mum width ( XKVII—XXI), 27 mm_; diameler of caudal sucker, llmm,

Paratype, One specimen,

Rings 103. Somites T, T and TWuniannulate; F, Vv, XXVI1 and XXVII bian-
nulate; ¥, W and XXV {riannulate; VIII and XXIV quadrannulate; B-—~XXIII com-
plete with quinquannulate . Gonopores seperated by five annuli, the male at X b5/bs
(31/32 ) or bg, the female at X[ b5/b6 ( 36/37)or b6. The anus situaied on the
ring 103, Colour of dorsum in life yellow-green, that of venier bluegreen; margins
with a sharply defined siripe of clear red-orange colour, Dorsum with a continuons me-
dian brown stripe extending from I¥ to caudal sucker with narrow interruptions at XV
and XXV and five latero-dorsal narrow wavy lines on each side; venter without sub
marginal black stripe, Quadrate, latero-marginal spots present on annuli b2 and b5 of
each body segment, Integuments rough and areolaied,especially at the ends, Sensillae and
larger sensepapillae being very well-developed in this species, Jaws large, with about
thirty prominent salivary papillae on each side and teeth less than 100—(77—92)in num-
ber ,Testes eleven pairs situated in XIIT/XIV to XXTV/XXV inclusive, Epididymis usu-
ally equal to or exceeding the size of entire atrium, Vas delerens opening into the ante-
rior end of the veniral limb, and the ejaculatory ducts leaving the anterior end of the
dorsal limb , Ejaculatory ductus sliphtly enlatged and lacking a definite ejaculatory bulb,
Atrium mushroom-shaped, Penis-sac being bent, Vagina divided into a stalk and a cae-
cum, Vaginal caecum generally of large size, ovoidal and immediately joining the ovi-
duct,Vaginal stalk exceeding the length of the caecum and folded in afZ -shaped patiern_

This specics closely resemtbles P granulese, but differs from it in the following

aspects,
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™. Species

—

Diagnosis\

Poecilobdella hubeiensis
SpenOve

Poecilobdella granulosa
{ savigny, 1822)

Colour in life

dorsum yellow-green,
venier blue-green

dorsum clive;, venter
reddish-orange

dorsum with a continuous medi-

dorsum with a broken median

stripes an brown stripe, venter without | dlack stripe; venter with sub-
submarginal black stripes marginal black stripes
Taws teeth less than 100 ( 77—02) teeth 2bout 100 ( 86—128)
in number in number
Testes eleven pairs, XIII/XIV to twelve pairs, XIII/XIV to
XXIT/XKIV inclussive XXIV/XXV inclusive
Oviduct immediately joining the caecum joining the vaginal stalk
Vaginal exceeding the lengih of caecum approximately equal in length
stalk and folded in a /& -shaped patiern| to both duct and sac of caecum

So far as 1 know, five species of the Genus Poecilobdeille Blanchard have been des-

cribed, The present species differs from all of the known species in major aspects and is

considered as new to science,
Locality, Lake Tung-Hu, Wuchang and Huangmei Xian, Hubei Sheng, China,
Type specimens, Deposited in the Institute of Hydrobiology, Academia sinica,




