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TAIHANGIA YU ET LI——A NEW GENUS OF
ROSACEAE FROM CHINA

YU Te-TsUN L1 CHAO-LUAN
(Institute of Botany, (Chengiu Institute of Biology,
Academia Sinica) Adoademia Sinica)

In the course of study on Chinese Rosaceae, we have recently discovered a new
genus, collected from the south part of Taihang Mountain among the slits on the cliffs,
Hence the new genus is named Tathangie. For many years numerous botanieal ex-
peditions in North China had not succeeded in discovering this peculiar plant, but of
late years, specimens were collected from the mountaineous regions both in the Honan
and Hopei provinces. Meanwhile we are carrying on further studies on the probable
origin and evolution of this new genus in relation to affiliated taxa. The descriptions
of the new genus, including one species with two varieties, are as follows:

Taiahngia Yii et Li, gen. nov. (Tribe Dryadeae)

Herbae perennes, caudicibus validis, eylindricis. Seapi non foliosi, bracteis trisec-
tis, paucis instructi. Folia basalia simplicia ovata, elliptica vel cordate-ovata, mar-
gine dentata. Flores terminales unici raro 2, andromonoecii vel androdioecii; calyecis
cupula obeonica vel turbinata, sepalis internis 5, valvatis, externis majoribus; petala 5,
alba; stamina numerosa, ad marginem disci inserta; discus annulatus, glaber; carpella
numerosa, basi carpophoris brevibus armata, in floribus maribus numero pauca, abor-
tiva, glabra, in bisexualibus pilis obtecta, ad receptaculum spiratim inserta ; stylus ter-
minalis, pubescens, elongatus, stigmate vix dilatato. Achenium pilosum.

Genus endemicum, specie una in montibus Taihang Sinae borealis.

Typus generis: Taihangia rupestris Yii et Li

Genus affinis Geo L. et Acomastyli Greene, a quibus floribus andromonoeciis vel
androdioeciis, petalis albis, carpellis in floribus maribus numero paucis, abortis ae gla-
bris, in bisexualibus pilis obtectis, ad receptaculum tenue elongatumque spiraliter in-
sertis, stylis elongatis pubescentibus, receptaculis maturis elongatis tenmbusque foliis
basalibus simplicibus differt.

Taihangia rupestris Ya et Li, sp. nov.

T. rupestris Yi et Li var. rupestris

Herba perennis. Secapi glabri, 5—11 em. alti, bracteis sterilibus 1—5, oppositis vel
alternis, viridulis, 3-sectis, segmentis lanceolatis, mediis lateralibus majoribus, utrin-
que glabris. Folia basalia simplicia ovata vel elliptica, 2—10 em. longa, 2—8 cm. lata,



472 B w o X F R 18 %

apice obtusa, basi truncata vel rotundata raro late cuneata, margine dentibus undulato-
crenatis vel obtusis, utrinque glabra vel subtus ad basin nervorum pilosa, interdum
supra petiolorum medium 1—2 pinnulis minutissimis accessoriis; petiolis glabris vel
parce pilosis. Flores solitarii, raro 2, terminales, andromonoecii vel androdioecii, 3—
4.5 cm, diam.; sepala viridula vel purpurascentia, interna ovato-elliptica wvel ovato-
lanceolata, apice acuta aut acuminata, multo longiora quam externa elliptico-lanceo-
lata, apice acuta; petala alba, obovato-elliptica, apice rotundata vel emarginata;
stamina numerosa; carpella numerosa, pilosa, in floribus maribus numero pauca, abor-
tiva glabraque, ad receptaculum spiraliter inserta; stylus pubescentiis 0.2 mm. longis
obtectus vix apice glaber, non articulatus, elongatus, 14—16 mm. longus, stig-
mate parum dilatato; receptaculum maturum elongatum, 10 mm. longum, tenue, 1 mm.
diam.. Achenium 3--4 mm. longum, pilis tenuibus 0.5 mm. longis armatum.

Honan: Xiuwu Xian, Yi-Deu-Shui, V. 28, 1974, sine collect. 262; Lin Xian
occid.,, Huanghua-Mangeha-Shan, VI. 24, 1978, K. F. Chao et H. C. Hsu sine num.;
ibid., in declivitatibus umbrosis ad rimas abruptorum ecaleareorum, alt. 1100—1150
m., V.19, 1980, Li et J. G. Guo 1034 (Typus in HP).

T. rupestris Yii et Li var. ciliata Yi et Li, var. nov.

A typo foliis cordate-ovatis raro deltoideo-ovatis, basi leviter cordatis, margine
leviter profunde dentatis interdum lobatis, conspicue ciliatis, petiolis pilosis differt.

Hopei: Wuan Xian occid., Le-Jiang, Liang-Go Tung-Ling-Go, in rupibus, alt.
1200 m., V. 20, 1979, C. Y. He 2075; ibid., in abruptis, alt. 1100 m., V. 20, 1979, J.
X. Chang 423; ibid., in clivis umbrosis ad fissuras abruptorum calcareorum, alt. 1300—
1400 m., V. 15, 1980, J. X. Chang, C. L. Li et J. G. Guo 1010 (Typus in HP); ibid.,
Le-Jiang Cun, Shen-Jiao-Go, in declivitatibus umbrosis ad rimas abruptorum calcareo-
rum, alt. 1060—1180 m., V. 16, 1980, J. X. Chang, C. L. Li et J. G. Guo 1011.

On May, 1980, we went to four localities of the Honan and Hopei provinces to
understand the habitats of the genus Taihangia and to eollect specimens and living
plants. So far as the ecological conditions cf the Taihangia is concerned. it was dis-
covered that topography of the mountains, where the plants grow, are mostly similar.
In general, these plants grow among the slits on the cliffs which are situated on the
shady slope, surrounded by the south-east, south or south-west and north-west or
north mountains. The habitat is not illuminated by the direct sunlight whole day.
Where there is the sunlight, the Taihangia disappears gradully, or sometimes where
the sunlight shines partly for a short time, the plants of Taihangia are present. Ac-
cording to a commune member, who has been collecting the wu-ling-chi (a Chinese
medicine) on the cliffs for many years, this kind of plant grow on shady slope, neither
arid nor wet, the sunlight disappearing from sight. This shows what primary ecolo-
gical conditions are and that these herbs are mesie.



