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A PROPOSAL FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE
GENERIC NAME CATHAYA CHUN ET KUANG
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(I1nstitute of Botany, Academia Sinica)

B 1959 &£ H AEY¥FESN (H. Hara) ZIREREIL Idesia Maximowicz (1866, non
Scopoli 1777) {ERBEBEL— W, B 1% BIR4 Cathayeia Ohwi (1931) B5 Cathaya
Chun et Kuang (1958) HBEMIAIEG(H Taxon 8:24), RII—HIFHRELF. &
I, XEBEFREWE P. S. Green HHARMNFITHTHERERNE P, LEHT S
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#3% Cathaya argyrophylla Chun et Kuang AT -HFEREEEY S R¥ERK i
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Proposal for the conservation of the generic name Cathaya Chun et Kuang (1958) of
the Pinaceae against Cathayeia Ohwi (1931).

Cathaya Chun et Kuang in Bor. YKyp. 43(4) : 464. 1958 (nom. cons. prop.).

Type species : C. argyrophylla Chun et Kuang, le. 465.

Cathayeia Ohwi in Mayebara, F1. Austro-Higo. 86. 1931 (nom. rej. prop.).

Type species: C. polycarpa (Maxim.) Ohwi, Le. (Idesia polycarpa Maxim.).

Adopted by: A. A. Yatsenko-Khmelevsky and E. V. Budkevich in Bor. JXyp. 43(4) -
477—480. 1958; Cheng ete., Silv. Reip. Popul. Sinie. 1: 140. f. 68. 1961; Chun et kuang
in Act. Bot. Sinic. 10(3) : 245—246. f. 1—3. 1962; P. den Ouder and B. K. Boom, Man.

Cult. Conif. 53. 1965; Dallimore and Jackson, rev. Harrison, Handb. Conif. and Ginkgo.
ed. 4. 136. £. 37. 1966 ; Gaussen in Act. Sci. Paris 273(13): 1098—1099. 1971; Greguss,
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Xylot. Liv. Conif. 1972; Icon. Corm. Sinic. 1:296.f.591.1972; F. H. Wang et Z. K. Chen
in Act. Bot. Sinic. 16(1) : 64—69. 1974; Y. S. Hu, F. H. Wang et Y. C. Chang in Act.
Phytot. Sinie. 14(1) : 73—78. 1976; Cheng et L. K. Fu ete., F1. Reip. Popul. Sinic. 7:
120—123. 1978 ; ete.

Our attention to the generic name Cathaye Chun et Kuang emerged in 1959, when a
Japanese botanist, H. Hara pointed out that the generie synonym Cathayeia Ohwi (1931)
was readily confused with Cathaye Chun et Kuang (1958) in his paper (see Taxon 8:
24) on a proposal for the conservation of the generic name Idesia Maximowicz (1866, non
Scopoli 1777). Recently rose again the same view from P. S. Green at Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, England, in his letter to Te-tsun Yii at the Institute of Botany, Academia
Sinica. Hence this paper is presented to the Nomenclature Committee, International As-
sociation of Botany for the conservation of the generic name Cathaya Chun et Kuang.

In the 50’s of this century, two of the Chinese taxonomists, W. Y. Chun K. Z. Kuang
dealt with Cathaya argyrophylla Chun et Kuang as a new species and new genus of Pina-
ceae. It is a rare and relic conifer next to Metasequota glyptostroboides published by
the Chinese taxonomists, H. H. Hu and W. C. Cheng. During the Tertiary period, Ca-
thaya was widely distributed in Eurasia, but today it appears only in some mountainous
districts of Guangsi (Longsheng), Sichuan (Nanchuan), Hunan (Xinning) and Guizhou
(Daozhen). The word ‘‘Cathaya’’ with the meaning of China Proper used as a generic
name of a relic plant endemic to China is extremely appropriate. Sinee published, this
name has attracted highly attention of the botanical spheres all over the wrold agld mul-
tidesciplinary studies (e.z. morphology, anatomy, cytology, chemistry, embryology and
ecology) on the plant recorded with this name. The name “‘Cathaye Chun et Kuang’’ has
been widely used in the monographs, floras, silvas and horticultural publications ap-
peared in the past 20 years or so. In short, a proposal for the conservation of the generic
name ‘‘Cathaya Chun et Kuang’’ is highly imperative.



