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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the serum levels and their clinical
significance of insulin-like growth factor (IGF)-1, IGF-II in
patients of liver diseases.

METHODS: 89 patients with liver diseases were divided
into three groups. hepatitis (n =10), cirrhosis (n =66) and
liver cancer (n =13) group. 38 healthy people were served
as control group. The serum levels of IGF-1 and IGF-II were
measured by RIA.

RESULTS: The serum levels of IGF-1 and IGF-II in cirrhotic
group (65 + 14 mg/L, 328 + 86 mg/L, respectively) and
cancer group (49 + 14 mg/L, 194 + 61 mg/L, respectively)
were significantly lower than controls (261 + 75 mg/L,
1094 + 119 mg/L, respectively). In cirrhotic patients, IGF-I
and IGF-11 were significantly higher in Child A than those
in Child B/C (P <0.05, respectively). The concentrations of
IGF-1 and IGF-I11 correlated significantly with different etiology
of cirrhosis (P <0.05, respectively).

CONCLUSION: The serum level of IGF-II, as well as that of
IGF-1, was an important index to assess the liver function
of patients with cirrhosis or liver cancer.
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