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Abstract
AIM: To investigate the expression level of TG interacting
factor (TGIF) in esophageal carcinomas, and the correlation
between TGIF and clinicopathological features of esophageal
carcinoma.

METHODS: A total of 32 specimens of esophageal carci-
noma were investigated by immunohistochemical staining
with a polyclonal antibody against TGIF. The expression of
TGIF in esophageal carcinoma was detected and the rela-
tionship between the expression of TGIF and clinico-patho-
logical features of esophageal carcinoma was analyzed.

RESULTS: The positive rates of TGIF in normal esophageal
squamous epithelium and esophageal carcinoma were 60%
and 71.2%, respectively, but the latter had stronger inten-
sity staining. The expression level of TGIF in esophageal
carcinoma was higher than that in normal esophageal squa-
mous epithelium (P =0.036), but had no correlation with gender,
depth of invasion, tumor grade and lymph node metastasis.

CONCLUSION: TGIF is a possible oncogene, and it may
promote the progression of esophageal carcinomas via
inhibiting both the TGF-β and retinoid signaling pathways.
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